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ABSTRACT,OF LAWS PASSED BETWEEN 1789 AND 1930 FIXING RATES 
' OF POSTAGE ON DOMESTIC MAIL MATTER ' 

t f 
! I : :  4 '  

( The act of !February 20, 1702, 1 Stat,  232, effectj 
1792, was); the.\ first, after,$ the adoption of the Co 

1 Prior. to June 1, 1792, the rates of postage on mail matt 
under the provisions of the acts' 6f September 22, 

those prescribed by the '' Ordinmce for Kegdating 
the 'IJnited States of America," enacted by the Cont 
on October 18,. 1782, Journals o f  the Continental Congress< (MS), 
No. I ,  Vol. 84, printed in Library of Congress edition of the Journals ; 

Vol. XXlTT, pp. 670-679, and Vol. IV, Journals of C 
Gitleon edition,! 93-95, us modified by the resolution 
of October 20, 1787, Journals of the Continental Co 
No. 1, Vol. 38, and Way a i d  Gideon edition of th 
Congress,. Vol. Iv, 801, I , 
I I -  The  ordinance of October 18, 1782, provided: 1 

Wlioroas 'tho coinmunication of in telligenco with 
despatch,' from one part  to nnother of these TJnited S 
tiully requisite tv the safety'as well as .the corninercial iI 
aut1 the Uiiited States in Congress assembled, being, 
of ,confederation,', vested with, tho sole nncl exclusive ri 

'of establishing and regulating post offices throughout a 
States; arid whereas it is becorno necessary to revi 
regulutioris hergtoforo ma+,r@ating to tho post ofGce,arid re,duce I , I t \ : I  them; 1 )  

to one act: I ' 

Bo i t  tlierefoieordained by the United States in Congress assembled: 
and it is 1iereby;prdained by the authority of the same, that a continued 
cornminication :of posts t1;roughout these United States "shall" be'; 
established and maintained 'by and under the direction of the PostS J 

master General of these United States, to extend to and from' the 
, State of New Ilampshire'and.the State of Georgia, 
and from' such other parts ,of these United States 

* .  time lie shall judge necessary or Congress shall direct.t 
' 1 1  And, be -it further ordainedlnby the authority afor . postage*?ofl I alloletters, packets, and despatches, to 

a different q o s t  I offices\ wthin these United States, 
following rates, in pennyweights and grains of silver, 

I b I  pennyweight :as [at present,..at five-ninetieths of a do 
',I @or any ,distance-not exceeding 60 miles, 1 pennyweight $8: grains; 

. , ( I  :I / d I J ' i . )  ' upwards of 60 and not exceeding 100 miles, 2 pennyweights; upw,ards 
ofh100 +and, not exceeding 200 ,miles, 2 pennyweights 16 grains,,,and: 

. \  I , .  ! 9 1 . ' 80 'on,: 16!graina+ advance for every .hundred miles; the above rates to 
.. .. . -.,... . *., ., f '  4 -  . 1,- "'- be doubled for double letfers, itrebled for treble letters, and, a *pa&e& 

I .  

J United States, fixing rates of postage on mail matter. 

August 4, 1700, 1 Stat. 178, a i d  MRrch 3, 1791, 1 
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weighing an ounce to  be charged equal to  four single letters, and in  
that  proportion if of a greater weight; and every letter, packet, and 
despntch, except dead letters, shall be retained in the office where 
the same shall have arrived, wliicli shall be nearest to the place of 
direction, until the postage shall be paid. 

And it shall bo lawfril ifor 4the, Fgstinaster tGeneral, or any of hie 
deputies, to license every post-rider to carry' any newspaper a t  such 
Fo(lerpte rates ashthe Postmaster General shal1,establish. , , . , , , ,:,! 
' The resolution 1 of 1 Octoher i 20,~ 1178i',,,: authorized the Postmaster 
General so to reduce the postage rates, effective April 5, 1788, as 
nearly '25,  per centiini RS will. consist with 'the mode of calaulating 
pennyweights'ard grains of silver, in order to reduce them t o  the 
currencies of the several States. This' resolution also authorized the 
Postmaster General t o  fix such rates per pound for the carriage!of 
lakgelpackets as he nilty'judge will be most likely to induce persone 

IllThe act of February 20,' 1 7 9 2 , l  Stat,  235 and 238, fixed the following 

' 1 '  D'or every single letter conveyed1 not exceeding 30 miles, 6' cehts; 
over 30 miles clnd not exceedzng 60 miles, 8 cents; over GO miles and 
nottoxceedirig 100 miles, 10 cents; over 100 miles and not exceeding 
.16O1mi1es, 12% cents; over 150 miles and not  exceeding 200 miles, 16 
cents; over 200 miles and not exceeding 260 miles, 17 cents; over 
250 miles and not exceeding 350 miles, 20 cents; over 350 miles and 
not exceeding 450 miles, 22 cents; over 450 miles, 25 cents; land 
every double letter, double said rates; every triple letter, triple said 

, rates; and every packet weighing 1 ounce avoirdupois to pay at the 
rate of four sirigle lettors for each ounce, and in that ,propor,tion for  

to send such by post. . , I  

4 I I '  

rates of postage, to take eflect June 1,11792: ' (.  , I  ' I '  1 . 1 1 1 1  

, I  I )  . _  
an greater weight. 
' $or ,every single letter passing 'by sea t o  and from theI'United 
States, or from one port to another therein, in packet boats or ves- 
sels, t+e property of, or proyided by the United States, 8 cents; for 
ovory ,tloublo letter, 16 cents, and, every triple lette: orI packet,'24 . ' I  I a 

cpnts. , 
8 For every letter or packet brought into the United States'orlcar- 
ried from one port therein to another b y  sea in any private 'ship, or . 
vessel, 4 cents i f  delivered a t  the place of arrival; if delivered a t ' any  
o,ther place, with the addition of the like postage as on other letters, 

All newspfipors conveyed by mail for anyldistancelnot more than' I 

,I,OO miles, 1 cont; over 100 miles, 1% cents. , ' ,  

i s .  I I I I Act of May 8, 1794 (1 Stat. 359,1360, 362,',366) : . I , , I - 
3 'Reehacts the rates of postage established by the act of Februaryt20, 
1702, but  fixes, from June 1, 1794, the ra te  for single newspapers senti 
from one place to another in the same S ta t e  at 1.cent each;'and for 
magazines and pamphlets, 1 cent per sheet for not exceeding 50 milea; 
1)4icents for over 50 miles and not exceeding 100 miles; and 2 cents 

For every letter delivered by mail carriers t o  persona living between 
post offices on their routes, 2 cents (for the  carrier), in addition to the 

Letter carriers employed a t  such post offices I as thel-Postmaeter 
General may direcb may receive .of the person ,to whom. delivery ia 
made 2 cents for the delivery of each letter.. I 6 I 1 1 ;  t 

I 'I, l l * : j ; , , ' l  

' 3 ' 1 ' 1 1  . I  ( . \  
b *  

' 1 1 ,  for any greater distance. , I  ( I  

' yrdinary postage. I l l  & I  1 /.- 

$ 1  

' 1. 
, 
I , 

, 
I 

~11The postage,on drop letters is fixed a t  1 cent each. ' I 

I Act of March 2, 1799' (1 Stat. 734,738-740) : 

for newspaper~,~magazines, pam hlets, drop letters, and 1 
ered by post-route carriers aandl letter carriers, and est 
following rates of' postage: 

For every letter composed of a gingle sheet of paper, 
exceeding 40 miles, 8 cents*,over 40 miles and not exce 
10 cents; ,over,001rniles and not exceeding 150 miles, 1 
1190 r i d e s  and not exceeding 300 miles, 17 cents; over 
not exceeding 500 miles, 20 cents; over 500 miles, 
double letter, 'or two pieces of. paper, double said ra 
letter, ,or three: pieces of paper, triple rates; and fo 
composed of four or more ieces of papar, or othe 
1 ounce avoirdupois, qualruple said rates, and in 
' Every letter or packet brought into the United States, or carried il 

from onelport!therein t o  another, in private ship or vessel, 6 cents, if ' ' 
deliveredtin post ofice where received; if conveyed by post.,to. any 

Any acket which weighs more than 3 pounds shall not be accepted 
for maifing. I t t i  i l l *  i ' -  This act authorized the'Postmaster General t 
receive newspapers by,poat to pay the amount of one quarter,'s postage 

-) ' a , ,  

Reenacts the Tates of postage.provided by the act of M 

m y  greater weight. e ' 2  I) I I , 

other. place, 2ccents added to the ordinary postage. 1 . ) ,  I I ' 1 .  ' 

. 
i u d v a n c e ,  ,ja.!,~l 4 1 I,, i i, I . , 1 ~ ~ ~ I I I I ~  , r d j l l t  J '  

' Act of April'30,' 1810' (2 Stat. 595-597, 603) : 
":' Reenacts' the rates of postage and limit of weight provided by the ' ' 

,.I ' . I  I 

I fiqt, of l IMarc lp ,  1799.. I , I  ! : I  $ I !  l l , l l  I t 
I * 

, I *  , l ' , l l : (  * 
1 .  

. 

~ ~ i l t '  I Actiof December 23, 1814 (3 Stat. 159): 

' i 1 ;  , I t ' ,  " ' 1  ,Actiof Pebruary 1; 1816 (3 Stat. 252): 
4 ',I' 

18)#, aa,in,creaaes. the,ratesdof postage 50 per cent. , ;:,, 
'i'!') '/,'lAct'.of I.April' 9,' 1816 '(31 Stat. 264) : 

I Increases'the rates of postage 60 per cent from February 4,'11816, I i b  

Repeals, from March 31, 1816, so much of the act of December,23, 
1 * 4  . I  

1 

5 , "'Fdr every'letter composed'of a'aingle sheet of 'paper, conveyed'not 
exceeding'.30 Lndes, '  6' cents;' over' 30 miles and a not exceeding '80 
miles, 10 centq; over'80 miles and not exceeding 150 miles, 12% cents; 

~ over 150'miles' and not'exceeding 400 miles, 18% cents; over'400 miles, 
'25 centsf 'and every double;letter, or two pieces of paper, double said 
rates; every triple letter, 'or three pieces of paper, triple said rates; 
and for every packet composed of four or more pieces ,of paper, or 
one or  more other articles, and weighing 1 ounce avoirdupois, qqad- 

I ru lei thqse ratea,I and in that proportion for all greater weights. ,; ,. 
' *  l,zkvery. 4.if~liot paFes, or  8 quarto pages, or 16 octavo, pages, of ,ft 
pamphlet ,or, magazine shall be considered a sheet, and the, svplue  
pagea of:'anyrlpamphlet. o r  magazine shall also be considered ;t, sheet; , 
and ,the,unbound journals of the legislatures of the several &.t$es shdl 

L Ai ' .  
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, . . ' 

.'I be,,liablet401th~~ggme pos~age la s ,pa~ph le t s ,  I t ~ l . . t , l ~  , 
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POSTAGE RATES, 1789-1930 , I I '  1.' 
: L  

Any rriernorandurn which shall be written on a newspaper, or other 7 

priiited pttpcr, sliall be charged lotter postage. 

r I  : i: I 

, 

Act of March 3, 1825 (4 Stat. 105, I l l ,  112, 114): 1 

iRepeals 8.11 former acts arid p r t s  of acta which have been passed for 
the establislinieiit tind regulation of the General Yost Offce and fixe8 

IFor every letter coniposed of a single sheet of paper conveyed not 
excerding 30 ndes,  6 cents; over 30 miles and not exceeding 80 
miles, 10 cents; over 80 niiles turd not exceeding 150 miles, 12ji cents; * 

over '160 miles and not exceeding 400 miles, 187( cents; over 400 

said rates;  every triple letter, or three pieces of paper, triple said rates; 
every packet of four or more pieces of paper, or  one or more other 
articles, and weighing 1 oiiiico tivoirclupois, quadruple said rates, and 
in1 that proportion for all greriter weights. 

Unbound journals of legislatures of,  tlie several States, seme rates 
as' for pamplilcts, I 

I Every letter or packet brought'into the United States, or carried 
from one port therein to rrnotlier, in tiny private ship or vessel, 6 cents. 

' 

3 J' 
, the following rates of postage: ! ,T* 

, 

I 

L 

( $  miles, 25 cents; and evcry double letter, or two pieces of paper, double . I  

, ,I 

* I  if deliveritl ut t ~ i o  post oflice of arrival- if conveyed 1)y post to any 

*Any packet which weighs Inore than 3 pounds shall ,not be accepted 
for mailing. t 

' 4 ;  Newspupers conveyed by mail, 1 cent for any distance not. more ; 
, than 100 miles; 1)h cents for any greater distance. Single newspapers * _  

I , from one place to nrrother in the same State, I cent. I I 

I ': t ,  I ! IMagazines and paniptilets published periodically, transported in 
1 :  the mails to sul)scribers, 1)h cents a sheet for any distance not exceed- 
* ing 100 miles, and 2% cents for any greater distance. Magazines and 
' pamphlets not periodically published, 4 cents on each sheet for any 
' distance not exceeding 100 miles, and 6 cents for any greater distance. , 
' a Any letter or iiienioranciurn in writing inclosed in a newspaper, 1 

1 

, place, 2 cents atldccl to the ordinttry postage. 

' 
. 

1 ' - -  - 
parnpIilet, or magazine, nntl any writing or mernormdurn thercon, 'I 1 ; 
subjects the wliole to postage a t  the letter rate. . l', ' 

I ., . . I ;  

Section 34 of this act, authorizes the Postmaster General to make 'I 8 ! ;r,  

provision for the receipt of letters and packets to be conveyed by any 
vessel beyotid sea, or from any port; in the United*States fa-another' 
port therein. For every letter or packet so received there shall be 

time of its reception a, postage of 1 cent, which shall be for 
the postmasters, respectively, receiving the same. 

stage on drop letters is fixed a t  1,cent each. 
, carriers employed n t  such post ofices as  the 
shall direct rri~y receive of the person ,to whom 

cents for the delivery of each letter. 1 I , : .'- 0 1 , 3 ! $  

1 .  fi Act of March 2, 18271 (4 Stat. 238): I 
I .  

rovides that one or more pieces of paper mailed as a letter, and 
hing 1 I ounce avoirdupois, shall be ' charged . with '',quadruple 
ge, and a t  the same rate shoiild weight be greater; and ,fixes 
uple rates for pd ragos  containing four pieces of p 

pfinted pamphlet or magazine containing more th 
alasheet, or any sheet of less dimensions, shall be 
; small pamphlets printed on a half or,quarter sheet 

ze shall be charged with one-half the amount of post 

1 1  , i RATE8 OF POSTAGE I 

i Ifullrsheet; and, doubl 
' .~naiazine,~$ot sliowiri 

1 1  p n t a i q .  l l(,ililJ I ( 1  

Prom arid after J u  
established by law, tl 

1 For every single letter, in 
lunrlc?r-300 miles, 5 cents; o 
;double. rates;. treble letter, t 

, !  rates; and every letter or 
weight s l d l  be deemed a sin 

. 

ounce, without regard' to  distance. 
' 1 1  Letters 'and otherlnlai 



I 

I #  i .  
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1 miles, treble said rates; exceeding 2,500 miles, and not exceedin 3,500 
. miles, four times said rates; exceeding 3,500 miles, five times saifirates.1 

'\ Subscribers to ull periodicals slitdl bo requirucl to pny one-quarter'e, 
postage in advance, arid in all such casos postage shall be one-half ,thei., 6 

foregoing rates. , 
When printed mattor on which postage is roquired'to be'pre 
all be 'sent without prepayment, the same shall bel charged 1 wit 

Newspapers not containing more than 300 square inches may 
transmittod to bona fide subscribers at one-fourth the rates fixed 

(Bound books made mailable by this act.) 
, I  1 ,  Act,of;August 30, 1852 (10 Stat. 38): 
' k'rom and after September 30, 1852, postage on all printed matter, 

passing through tho inail, instead of the rates now charged, shaU, be 

cents; to  or from Astoria (Oreg.'), 40 cents; t 1 ,onItlio Pacific Coast wittiiti t1i0 torritory of th 
i All newspapers conveyed in the mail aha 

,exCopt those sent by way of exohan e betwee , I  Ipapeys, apd except those franked y person 
, , ,privilege; and newspapers not ' sent  from tl 

,. t f 

' 1 and all h4nd bills pr circulars, printed or litho . ' ' ,donble'thb'prepaid rate. f ' I \ ' 1  'I1 ( i t ,  f ',one sheet, shall be subject to 3 cents postage 
i 'dtyosited in the post office to be conveyed by 
' ,p,ayqent of postage on mail. 

! 4 \ 4 1  J * ~ I * A &  of August 14, 1848 (9 Stat, 320): ' 1 1 ' 1  ! I t  
. 

1 ~1;Letters conveyed to'or from places on the Pacific in California from 
I or to any place on the Atlantic coast, shall be charged with 40 cents 

I, 

el &is act authorized the furnishing of posts this act. (, I I , , I 

I S ' .  

1 ,  , ,  

: 
, postage; and letters conveyed from one to any other place in Cali-, ? . as follows: r 1 , ) I  ' 

' I  

* Act of September 27, 1850 @'Stat ,  496): 
1 Authorizes the Postmaster Genera1,to establish post offices in: the 
Territories of Utah and New Mexico; and to establish SUC 
postage in said Territories as to liim may seem proper, not 
those authorized by the act of August 14,1848. 

'Aot of March 3, 1861 (9 Sta t .  587-589): 
1 

I ' 
From and after June 30, 1851, in  lieu of the rates of postage no,w 

established by law,, there shall b ~ ~ c h a r g e d  the following rates: 
, I For every singla letter in writing, marks, or signs, conveyed 'not 

' ,exceediqg 3,000 miles, iflprepaid, 3 cents; if not ,prepaid, 6 cents, 
and for any greater distance double said rates; doyble letter,tdouble 

I rates; treble letter, treble rates; quadruple letter, quadruple rates ; 
e and every letter or parcel not exceeding. half an ounce in weight shsll 

( be deemed a singlo letter, and every additional weight of half an ounce 
, orlless shall be charged with an additional rate, 

leach. ,Advertised letters, 1 cent in addition to the regular postage. I ,  

t t S l  Newspapers not axceeding 3 ouncestin weight, sent from the office 
. of.publication to bona fide subscribers, shalllbe charged with poatage 
as, follows: r ' 0 I I .  4 ! } *  

, ' 

I 

Drop letters, 1 cent ~ 

-1 
,for not exceeding 50 niiles out of the  county where published, 5 cents .. 
iporl quartor; exceeding 50 miles and not .exceedin 300 miles, 10 /. 
; cents per quarter; exceeding 300 miles and not eTeeefiing 1,000 miles, t 

Weekly newspapers, free within the county where published;' and, 

' lh.Ai newspaper, periodical, unsealed circular, or other' article of; 
printed matter, not exceeding 3 oiinces in weight, to any part  of the, 
Unitod States, 1 cent; and for every additional ounce ,or fraction, 
theroof, 1 cent atlditional. , 

When the postage upon any newspaper or periodical is paid quar-l 
terly or yearly in advance, a t  the offico of 
mailing, om-half of, mid rates only shall be 

Newspapers and ,periodicals not weighing o 
circulated i s  the ,State, where pyblished, one-h 
mentioned; 1 1 1 1 ~ 1  t - , I  i 

Sinall newspapers and I periodicals, publishe 
and pamphlets, of not  more than E oct 
packages, ,weighing: a t  least 8 ounces, to one a 
postage atampsi affixed, shall be charged only 
ounce or fractioh thoreof. , 

..I Postage:. on' all ,traneient matter shall 
otherwise, or (shall! be charged double the rates 

, 1 1  llooks, .Iboundt ortdunbound, not weighing o 
' mailable mat ter  and chargehble with postage 
all distances ,under/ 3,O0O7miles; 2 cents for 
miles, to which 50 per cent shall be added u 
,l-All matter sent l ~ , m a i l ,  for which the PO 

act,. shall, unless the same be 1 entitled to b 

Act of March 3,81855 (10 Stat. 641): 
,charged ,with letterlpostage. , )  I 

/ 
1 15 cei ts  pier quarter; excoding 1,000 miles and not exceeding 2,000 jx 

. miles, 20 cents,per quarter; exceeding 2,000. miles ,and not exceeding 

.4,000 miles, 25 cents per quarter; exceeding 4,000 miles, 30 cents,per 
quarter., 0 

Newspapors published monthly,' sent to bona fide subscribers, one- ' fourth of said rates; published semimonthly, one-half of said rates; 
t published semiweekly, double said rates; published triweekly, treblel j, 

, said rates; and oftener than triweekly, five times said rates, &On other, 
I papers and circulars, hand bills, engravings, pamphlets,. perio$pals, 
magazines, books, and all other printed matter, unconneoted ,wibh 

3 t written matter, of not pore, than 1 ,ounpe,in wei t, conveyed not 

' thereof, 11 I cent; ertceedin ' 500 miles,' and notidxceeding'~1,500 miles, 

lieu of the'rates of postage now establis d by law the 
&, 1855: be' charged the 'following rates, effective 

ing, niarkg, or signs, conveyed in the inail not exceedin 3,000 miles,' 
:' 3 cents; and' for' any'greater distance, 10 cents; double B etter, double': 
' rates; treblq letter,; treble rates; quadruple letter, quadruple rates;. 

' every letter or parcel not exceeding one-half ounce in wei h t  shall'be 
emed a single'lotter; and every additional weight of ha!!f an Quncg',, ,l. 
le88 ,shall )bP charged witl! an additional rate; the foregohq'rktes' 
be prepaid,' efcop't o n  letters'to and from a foreign country. l! ['I I ,  

:Drop letters shall be charged with postage a t  the rate of 1 cent each. 

- 
I I , )  

For every single letter in manuscript, or paper of any kind in'writ-' ) ,  

I ' 104274-30-2' ' ' 
' 3 exceqding 500 miles, 1 cent; and for ,  each additiona fl unce'or fraction 

1, ' ('double 'said IEatesi toxcat&g 1,60OfimileS,l and *nbt excee'dingc 2,600 + 



POBllAQD RATEB, ' 1789-1930 
I 

I 

I (This act was the first making the prepayment of postage on domes- 
tic letters compulsory arid provided that, for the greater security, 
of valiiable letters, the f'ostmtrstor General niay establish a1 iiniforrn 
plan for tlioir rogistration a t  a registration feo of 5 cents each.) 1 

, 
Repealed the provision in the act of Au ust 30, 1852,.permitting 

1 '  Act of January 2, 1857 (11 Stat. 153): 

transient printed matter to be scut tliroug 7 1 tho mail without: pre- 
payment of postage. 

Act of April 3, 1860 (12 Stat. 11): I t  

Fixes the rate on drop letters delivered by carriers a t  1 cent each. 

Upon all letters returned from the dead letter office there shall be 
charged the usual rates of postago, to be collected on delivery. 

Every letter or packet brought into the United States or carried 
from one port therein to another in any private ship or vessel shall 
be charged with 5 cents, if delivered a t  the post office of arriva1;'if 
conveyed by post to any place, with 2 cents added to the ordiiiar 
rates of postage: Provided, That  upon all letters or packets conveyez' 
in whole or in part, by steamers over any route upon which the riiaili 
is' regularly conveyed in vessels under contract with tlie Post Office 
DeDartriient. the same charge shall be levied, with tho addition of 2' 

Act of February 27, 1861 (12 Stat. 168, 169): 

I 

ceits a lett ir  or packet, a skou ld  have been levied if such letter or1 I 

I "  RATES O F  POSTAGE 
' t D , , G ,  ; 

I ,  packet l i d  beon trnnsrnitted regularly through the mail. 
Maps, engravings, li thogra lis, photographic prints on rollers or' 

in paper covers; books, bounf  or unbound, photographic paper, and 
lotter'envelopes,'shall be decmod mailable matter, and charged- with 

3 

,postage by tho weight of the package, not to exceed 4 oiinds,' at.  . . 
, the  rate of 1 cont an ounce or fraction thereof, to any p f ace wider; 

rates of. postage are, assigned, )if mailed, shall' be subject ' to '  letteiu. 
postage. ' 1 

If any'matter on which by law the postage is required to  be pre-1 
paid 1 a t ,  the rnailing office shall reach its destination without such$" 
prepa ment; double ths prepaid rates shall be charged,and collectedt'I 

Postage on returned dead letters not registered as valuable shall b 
3 'centstfor the single rate; registered as valuable, double rates.\! 1lx 
!,'Postmaster $General authorized to pav 2 cents for each 1etter:con 

: ,  ' ' ' I d l  * l i . i ,  

on deivery.11 9 1 1  I * I I 1 ,  I ' 1 1  , I  tl lf i '  , 

: '.I 1 1 1  1,500 miles, and a t  the rate of 2 cent 
I : over 1,500 miles, to be prepaid by post 

Cards, blank or printed, blanks in 
' ounces, and seeds or cuttings in packa 
bo charged with postage a t  the rate of 1 
thereof, to any place in the United States u 
1,500 miles, 2 cents an ounce or fraction th 

Modifies the act of March 3, 1855, so as to 
of postage to be prepaid on letters con 
point, in the United States east of the Roc 
or Territory'on the Pacific, and vice versa. 1 

I The postage on each newspaper, pe 
other article of printed mdte r ,  not ex 

' conveyed over the overland route betw 
east of the Itocky Mountains to any State or 
shall be 1 cent; and every additional ounce 
additional. 
' The rate of letter postage'between any S t a k  or 
Rocky Mountains and any State or,Terri 
shall be 10 cents per half ounce. 

(This act authorized the introduct:on of qerqha 

' *  
I 1 ; , 

. postage stamps. 

, veyed in any vessel, not employed in cirrying the mail, from one place! 
to another in the United States, or from any foreign port to &n 
within the.lJnited States, and deposited in the post o 
of arrival.* Such letters, if for delivery within the United 
shall,'be ratcd,with double rates of postage, which sh 
puid to 'the vessel: 

' The rate of postage'on transient m'atter'of the se 
a on miscellaneous matter of the third class (excep 

books), shall be 2 centador each 4 ounces or fraction thereof on one,; 
pack8 e to one address, to be prepaid by stamps affixed; double thee+(,, 
ratee. on booke,cr :Unsealed circulars, not exceeding! three \in number,?,, , 
2icents, adding one rate for three additional circulars or,less numbsn, ,. 

' 

f 
I * 

tq:oneladdrees,: I .. I I I 1 %  a !  ' f 1 t i  , h i  ' ) ( I  ',',dlA$, 
. ' )  ! t i  I 

I 

' I  
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Postage on inatter of the second class issued once a week or more 
frocluentlv from a knowii ollice of publication and sent to regular 

9 . <  I aub$crib&s shall bo 11s follows: 
- 

l For newspapers arid o tlier periodical publications not exceeding 4,  
ounces in 'weight and passing through the mails or post ofices of the 

' Uiiited States, the rate for one quarter shall be, for publications, 
~ 

i ' I issued once a 'week, 5 cents; twico a s  week, 10 cents; three timea R 
: week, 15 cents; six times a week, 30 cents; seven times a week, 35. 
1 cents; and in that  proportion, adding one rate for each issue Inore, 
; frequent than once R week. For weight exceeding 4 ounces and not 

exceeding 8 ounces, an additional rate, and an additionallrate for 
each additional 4 ounces or fraction thereof; postage to be prepaid 

1 for not loss thnn one quarter nor more than one year, a t  either the 
' office of inailing or delivery, a t  t h e  option of the subscriber. 
, Postage on mailable matter of the second class issued less fre-. 
, quently than once al week from a known office of publication and sent 
. to subscribere shall be as follows: t I 

' Upon newspapers , inagazines, and other periodical publications 
not exceeding 4 ounces, passing through the niails or post offices of 
the United States, the rat0 €or each such paper or periodical.shal1 be, 
1 cent, and a11 additional rate of 1 cent for each additional 4 ounces o r  
fraction thereof; provided, tha t  the  Postmaster General may pro- 

' vido for the trniisportation of small newspapers in packages at the 
same rate by weight when sent to one address; postage must be pre- 

aid st ofEice of mailing or delivery, at option of subscriber, for not, 
Lss than one quarter nor inore than one year. 

The postmaster of any office where letter carriers are employed 
ma contract with the publishers of any newspapers or periodicals,, 
a d  with the publishers of any circulars, for the delivery by postal 
carriers, within his postal district, I of m y  such publications not  
coming through the mails, a t  rates and upon terms to be agreed upon, 
such arrangement and terms being equally open to all like publishers,; 
such contract to hrtve no force until approved by the Postmaster. 
General. The Postmaster General may provide for the delivery by 
such carriers of small packRges other than letters or papers, and noti 
exceeding the rnaximum weight of mailable packages, but, such 

t packages must \)e prepaid by postage stamps at the rate of 2 cents, 
for each 4 ounces or fraction thereof. . I 

No postmaster shall receive to be conveyed by mail any packet or 
package which shall weigh more than  4 pounds, except books published 

1 orb circulated by order of Congress. 4 I I ,  , I  

' I  

l 

1 

* 

. 

. 

I 
t 1 ' ( 1 :  : I "' Act of January 22, 1864 (13 Stat. 2): 

I '  'Clothing of wool, cotton, or linen, in packages not '  exceeding 2 
pounds each, addressed to any noncommissioned officer or private, 
in the Army, may be transmitted a t  the rate of 8 cents for every 4'  
ounces or fraction thereof, under such regulations as the PostmasFer' 

1 Gymral may prescribe; postage to be prepaid. ' 

1 ~ 1  ' I  Acts of March 25,1864, and January , 20, 1865'(13 Stat, 36 and 
I c i t j ,  $ 1  '422): 1 1 i 1 .  . I * 0 ' t  8 .  ' ' , 1 1 4 1  ' I + :  b . ' " ' I  

l4All mailable matter (with the exception ofmwspa em; periodicals,.. 

' 

1 

T i  1 
I 

I '  

, : 
1 mdimagazines, to bona fide subscribers,; and franke (Y matter), which 

may be conveyed by mail westward beyond the westemlboundary; 

1 ' 1  1 RATES O F  POSTAGE) I 

of I Kansas, *and eastward from the eastern boundary, of) Califorpia, , 
ahall be subject t o  propaid letter postage rates. 

I I '  I ' j **!\IJl , . 
Act of March 3, 1865 (13 Stat. 507): 

- 1 1 '  g Fixes' t le 'prepaid postage on drop letters, at all offi 

++myy,'$ a t  1 iceat. % I I t I ' (  1 :,:I*,.'I 
Act'of June 25, 1568 (15 Stat. 79): ' I  I I L:,:Pi,:!i$ l 1 .  , ,  

Thisb'act. repealed the requirement of the act of March! 25,$11864, 
providing tha t  all matter other than the exceptions nanied in  that 
act and in the act of January 20, 1865, shall be subject to prepaid 
letter postage rates, thus restoring for such matter the postage rates i I 

I .  I .  I ,I 

' 

prescribed. by1 the act of March 3 , 1863. I 1 ,  $ 1 1  t l t , \ G )  & ,' 
I , b,; iI , l i d  : * f j l , ; [  . I +  

* ' I  When any writer of a letter, on whioh tho postage is prepaid,'shall+, : 
indorse,inbwyiting,or in print upon the outside thereof his name and ; . 
address, the saine, after, remaining uncalled for a t  the post office, to (! 
which i t  is directed 30 days, or the time the writer may direct, shall be * * 

returnep, to the said writer without additional postage, whether a 
specific request for such return be indorsed on the letter or not. I I , *,, 

Woeltljr newspapers sent to subscribers in the county where printed I 

and published to,l,o delivered free of postage, when de losited in; thb ~t~ 
oltice nearest the office of piiblication; but they shall riot t o  distributqd, 
by lottor, carriers unless poshgo is prepaid thereon a t  tho rate of 6 
ccuts per quarter for not less than ono quarter nor more than oiie year, 
at ,the ofice of inailing or  of delivery, a t  the option of the subsc+ber. 

2"Divides'mail matter into three classes as follows: ' I '  , 

partly in writing, except book manuscripts and I corrected I I I '  1 I.. proof ! 1 4 . l ; I  sheets ! I t .  
iiassing: between authors arid Dublishers. 

, 'Aci'of July 27, 1868 (15 Stat .  194-195): I J  i I  , I 

"Act of June48; 1872 (17 Stat. 296, 300-304, 308):(!1 1 1 1  i ) ~ t ~ i ~ i ! q  .. 
:" ! ll'irst**class 'shulll'embrdce letters and all correspondence; whol\y:or . ,  . k' 

,.. 1 , 
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, , i1;Qtmrterly postage on'newspapers and other periodical publications 
I , not exceeding 4 ounces in weight sent t o  subscribers shall be a t  the 

I, On publictitions issued less frequently than once a week, l'cent for 
I (  ' ~ a c h  issue; issued orico u weak, 5 cents; nncl 6 cents additional for each 

issue mom frequent tlinn onco a week; arid ttn additional rate,shall be 
, 'i charged for each additional 4 oiinces or fraction thereof. 

t Small nowspapors issued less 8 frequently than once a week, ' in I 

, t packages to one address, sent to subscribers, 1, cent for each 4 ounces 

1 Postage on Inailable matter of the third class shall bo a t  the rate of 
, 1 cent for ench 2 oiinces or frhction thereof, except that  double these 

rates ~ 1 1 ~ 1 1  be churged for l)oolts, samples of metals, ores, minernls, and 

, I /  I' \ Packages of woolen, cotton, or linen clothing not exceeding 2 pounds 
I in' weight may be sent by rnnil to any noncoinmissioned ofiicer 

l / I Letters conveyed in vessels not regularly employed in carrying the 
6 * mails shall, if for dolivory in the TTnitod States, bo rated with double 
, : postage, to cover the fee paid to the vessel. 

4 ' t  Provides for the issue und trunsriiission by mail of postal cards at' 1 

' 

1 following rates: 
, .  ; 

I 

1' , or fraction thoreof. 

I t ercliandise. 

rivate in the Army, if prepaid a t  the ra te  of 1 cent for each ounce or 
' 

, I * I  

1: 4 1  

I :I , *  

1, 
, 

;I i Cent each. ' I  

1 .  * b  All matter so wrapped that i t  can not 'be  conveniently examined 
'!I: ' shall bo subject to letter postage. ' 

I , 

' The postage on till inail inattor rnilst'be propaid by stamps at the 
time of mailing, unless herein othorwise provided for. 
1 Mail matter on which postage is required to be prepaid, 'reaching 
ita destination by inadvertence without such prepayment, shall I be 

I 

u 4  * I , ,  

* . '  0 ";RATE8 OF POSTAGE 

' . 1 - * ! ! #  1 1 :  #Act oftJune 23,,1874~ (18 Stat. 232, 233, 237): $ 3 1  r ' r  'I:.':. 

' ' I  ' I  On and after ,Janiiaiy 1, 1875, on all newspapers and periodical pub-. ' 

licatioris mailed # f r o i ~  a known office of publication or news 
and addressed, to regiilar subscribers or new8 agents, pos 
charged u t  the Ifollowing rates: 

1 f 0 1 1  newdpapers arid periodical publications issued weekly and more 
frequently than once a week, 2 cents a pound or fraction thereof, and 
on those issued less fre uently thhn once a week, 3 cents 

change the rates of postage applicable under the act of June 8, 1872, 
to newspapers (excepting weeklies), periodicals, and circulara ,de- ; $7 * 

posited in a letter-carrier ofice for delivery by its carriers. 6 I . 
1 '  Upon the receipt of such nowspapers and periodical publications a t  ,J * 

the office of mailing, they shall b o  weighed in brilk, and postage paid 
thereon by a special adheaive stamp, to be devised and furnished by 

, the Postrnaster General, which shall be affixed to 3uch mattw,ior 
to the sack contaiiiing the same, or upon a irieinornndum oflsuch 
mailing, or jotlienvise, as the Postmaster General may provide, 1 1 1  1 

Mailable matter of the third class (except boolrs published or ', (. I 

circulated by order of Congress) may not exceed 4 pounds for each 
puclrago, ant1 postage shall be charged tliereon a t  the rate of 1 cant ; 
for oacli 2 ouncus or fraction thereof. 

Postage on public documents inailed by any Member of Congress, . :, 
the President,' or liecld of 1 any executive department shall be I O  cents I; 
for each l)ound!kvolume, and 011 unbound documents the same rate 
as that  'on newspnperj inailed from R known'ofhce of publication to 
regular subscribers; and the postage on the Daily Congressional Rec- 
ord, inailed from'tlre city of ]Washington as transient matter, shall be 

fraction thereof: Provi J ed, That nothing in tliid act dial 

' 

1 

. 
I "  

, 
+ ' I 

' 

1 1  < a  I 1 r inn)  I 1 1  ) ' I  ' ~ ' I J  

I ! i l l : , -  ' I \ \  

! , r  

Transient newspapers and magazines, regular publications designed 
primarily Ifor,. advertising \ piirposes, or for free circulation, or for 
circulation \a t r ,  nominal rates, and all printed matter of the third 
class, except;,unsealed circulars, shall be chargeable with postRge atl * 

tlie rate, o f { l  cent for every 2 ounces or fraction thereof. I ,aTh~aIac,t 
permits limited, inscriptions and addresses on such matter,: , ,, # r l , .  . 

* 

Publishers of newspapers and periodicals may print on the, wrappere ', 
of newspapers ,or ,magazines: sent to regular subscribers. the, tpne to  ; 
Iwhicb, subscription,, therefor has been paid. 
I l-Atldresses upor? postal cards and unsealed circulars mRy'be either -, 
written, printed, or afhxed' thereto, a t  the option of, the sqnder.;, i I  

. ";ltepeals all'former laws relating to the classification of mail matter ', 
,and rates of postage and divides mail matter into four classes: First, 1 ,  
wl'itten' matter; second! periodical publications; I 1  third, miscellaneous . 1 , I  

'printed'matter;'fourth, merchandise. 8 

; 'Pirsticlass matter shall embrace letterj, postal cards, and all matters 1 8; 

?holly 02 partly in'writiag, except such writing as is au tbo~~zed ;~o ,b ; e~  . ,.! 
placed on mail of otlier'classes. 

. ' I  On ni'atter'of!tho, first class, except postal cards i n d  drop ,letter$, . 
~ ~ostage~diall'bdlprepnid'at the rate of 3 cents for eRch half ounce'or 

Yraction'! thereof. ' ?'ostal cards shall be transmitted ' thio"ugh'."the + 

'mails a t  a'postage'charge of 1 cent each. Drop 1etters:hall be mai1,kd I . 

subject to double the prepaid rates. 1 I I ! , , !  UUllU.  1 I 1  

All mail matter deposited for mailing on which at least'one full rate . :  . Act of July'12,' 1876'(19 Stat. 82): 
of postage has been paid as required by  law, shall be forwarded to its 
destination, charged with the unpaid rate,. to ,be collected on delivery. 
9 When the writor of atiy letter on which the postage is prepaid shall 
indorse ,u )on the outside thereof his nalme and address, such ,letter 
shall not Le advertisocl, bu t  after remaining uncalled for a t  the office 
,to,wliich i t  is directed 30 days, or the t h e  the writer may direct, shall 

.conveyaim by mail, ,excel) t books publisjied or circulated by order, pf 
Gongress., ' 

; 'I'repaid and free letterg'shall be forwarded from'one post office to 

charge for postage. 
This act reenacted the'provision of the act'of March 3,11855, providl 

ing ,that lor the greater security of valuable matter, the Postmast$r I 

'General may establish a uniform syst.em,of registration. , !. ; , , , 

,- b" 5 *Act of January 9, 1873-(17 Stat. 406): 
jiAmends the act of January 8, 1872, 'so as ' to authorize the, transk 

mission by mail of packages of' seeds,' cuttings, bulbs,blroots, I and I,: 

.kcions of any weight, for each of ,'suchlIpackages, not exceeding'l4 
'pounds, a t  a rate of postage of I cent , ! I '  for I eactf;2 1 I ,;' ounces 1 ' , i OF 1 .  fractions ' <I IT, f ' 
an ounce. 

.' ' 

, ;; 
8 

~ 1 

, 
be, returned to him without additional char e for postage. 1 .  

' ' !  . < 4  * 

' 

1, I Any pacltago weighing more than 4 pounc f s sha!l not be received for 

,another, at the request ,of the party.,afdrqsse$., ,without ,additioqp,l ' 
' t L :  tb:1;lact OfMarch 3;118791(20 Stat. 358-361): i ' I t )  I i l r o  1 , ' ' 

. I  
* '  

1 .  
I 8 t * ' t i  . 1'1'. 

. , 

' 

* I 1  t . s  011 1 0  ' 
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e rate of 2 cents per half ounce or fraction thereof, including 
:delivery a t l  letter-carrier oficed, and 1 cent for each half ounce o r  

: fraction thereof where free delivery by carrier is not establidied. 
I I Second-class nintter shall embrace all newspapers and other peri-. 

t odical publications wliicli arc issued a t  stated intervals, as frequently , 
.RB four times a year, and meet the following conditions upon which a 

* publlcation sliall be admitted to the second class: 1 1 .  It must regularly be issued a t  stated intervals, as frequently as 
four tirnes a year, and bear a date of issue, and be numbered con- 

'. I secutively. 

', 3. It must be formed of printed paper sheets, without board, 
1 cloth, lettther, or other substantial binding, such as  distinguish 

printed books for preservation from periodical publications. 
'4. It must 110 originated and published for the dissemination of 

*' inforrilation of a public character, or devoted to literature, the 
sciences, arts, or some special industry, and having a legitimate list, 

, '1 7 of subscribors: Provided, however, Tha t  nothing herein contained shall 
i , b l  be so construed as to admit to the second-class rate regular publica- 

$ I ! tions .designed priniarily for advertising purposes, or  for free circu- 
,' lntion, or for.circulatiori a t  nominal rates. 

permanently to the dime. 

' 

1 12. It must be issued from a known office of publication. 
, 

: ' 

,. 1 

L There mny be inserted in periodicals advertisementa attached 

- 1  l'ublicatibns of tlie second class, when sent by the publisher thereof 
and from the ofice of publication, or when sent from 8 news agency, 
to actiial subscribers thereto, or to other news agents, sliall.be enti- 
tled to tranainission tlirougli the inails a t  tho postago rate of 2 cents 
n pouiid or fractiori tlicroof ; except tha t  publications of the second 
class, one copy to each actual subscriber residing in the county where 
the same are printed, in whole or in part, and published, shall go 
,free through the mails; but tho same shall not be delivered at letter- ; 
'Carrier offices or distributed by carriers unleas postage is pttid thereon 
,,at. the rate of 2 cents a pound or fraction thereof: Provided, Tha t '  the i 

RATES OF POSTAaE 15 

All matter of the fourth class slinll 110 subject to a post4age charget 
at  the rate of 1 cent an ounctf o r  fraction thereof, to be prepaid by 
stallips ufrixud. 

N o  packago t h o  contents of which ctin not easily be exanlined shall 
pass i i i  tho mails, or be delivered a t  a less rate than for matter of the I 

first class. 
Mail iiintter of the first class lipon which one full rate of postage 

has lmm prepaid shdl  be forwarded to its destination, charged with 
tlie uiipuid rata, to be collected on delivery. 

Act of March 3, 1883 (22 Stat. 455): 1 

Reduces tho postsgo on first-class matter to 2 cents a half ounce' 
or fractiorl tlioreof 011 and afler October 1 ,  1883. 

Act of June 9, 1884 (23 Stat. 40) : 
' i  

I 

The rate of postage on newspapers and periodical publications of 
the second class, when sent by ot1iei.s than the publisher or now8 
agent, sliull be 1 cent, for each 4 ounces or fruction thoreof, to be 
prepaid with stamps affixed. 

I . I  

Act of March 3, 1885 (23 Stat. 387): 
i 

Roduces the rate of postage on first-class matter on and after July!; 
1, 1885, to 2 ceiits for each ounce or fraction thereof; and fixes t h e I  
rate for clrop lettors tit 2 cents an oiiiico or fraction thereof, including 1 

clulivery u t  lettur-ctlrrior oflices, and 1 cent for encli oiiiice or fraction 
thereof wliero. free delivery by carrier in not estntdished. I 

1'iil)lications of the second class, except as provided in the act of I 

Mttrcli 3, 1870, for free county circulation arid for delivery a t  letter-: I 

crirrier olfices, when soiit  by t,lio pitblisl icr tliereof rmtl  from tlie office L 
of public:atioii, or wlieii sent from ti n ( w s  ttgency, to actual subscrib- 
ers thereto 019 to other news agents, slitill, on and rzfter July 1, 1885,: 
be entitled to transriiissioii through lhe  n ids  a t  1 cent a pound or 1 

fraction thereof. $ 1  

A special strtrnp of the value of 10 cents, attached to a letter'int. 
a d d i t h i  to tho  lriwfirl postage thereon, the delivery of which is to be: 
a t  ti free-delivery office, or i t  any city, town, or village containing' ,, 
u populution of 4,000 or over, according t o  tlie Federal census, shall 
be regarded 'as entitling sucli letter to iinmediate delivery within the 
carrier limit of any free-delivery ofice wliich inay be designated by the ,' 
Postmaster General us a special-delivery office, or within 1 mile o f '  
the post office u t  any other ofice coming within the provisions of this 
section which may in liku mariner be designated as a special-delivery : 
ofice. .Such specially stamped letters shall be delivered from 7' 
o'clo~k a. in. up to 1 2  o'clocl~ midnight a t  offices designated by the1 
Postmaster General under this act, ' .  

stamp provided for by the act of Ma;*cli 3, 1885, 23 Stat. 387, shall 
be duly affixed, shall be entitled to  inimediate delivery within the,* 
carrier-delivery limit of any free-delivery office, mid within 1 mile of 
a n y  free-delivery. office, arid within 1 mile of any other post 
which the Postmaster General shall a t  aiiy time designate as a special-:' 
delivery post office, The Postmaster General niay prescribe the 
houy.  within, which sucli immediate delivery shall be made a t  ,any' ' 

I '  ! ,  f l .  104274-30-3 

y i  ,, 
' . .  > '  " 

Act of August 4, 1886 (24 Stat. 220): : I ,  4 8 , '  1 t )'* : ; ' 
Evsrg article of mailable matter w o n  wliich the bpecial-delivervr . :I 



'1 
, 

i 
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post ofice. 10, 
,1886, specitti-clt?livft1.S; inn t te r  slirill be delivered ut free-delivery offices I 
on' S~inclay, m t l  nt dl other oflices if opeii on S~inclay. Special 
dolivery must be ri int l~ a t  d l  post offices on holidays.) 
I ' ' 1  "Act of July 24, 1888 (25 Stat. 347): 
: Rate of postage oti seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, arid plants 

I reduced to 1 cent for each 2 ounces or fraction thoreof. 
f ' I Act of January 16, 1889 (25 Stat. 650): 

The omission by the sender t o  plncc the lawful postage upon R ' 
letter bearitig special-clclivery stninps and otherwise crititlod to 
irriniediiite dnlivery tirider tlie provisions of the act of nil~rcli 3, 1885, 
sliall not hinder or delny tfic! transmission nnt l  tlclivory tlioreol' u s  

, provided by that act, but sucli luwfnl postage shnll  be collected ~ipori 
I its dulivory in the iniuiner providcct b y  Isw for the collection of 
deficient postuge resulting frorii the ovci-weight of letters. 

! ' I 
; Provides thnt all periotiictll publications issued from a known ' 

place of put)lictttion a t  stiLLcc1 iiitorvuls and as frequently ns four times 
a year by or under the auspices of t i  Immvolent or  frntei-nnl societv o r  
order organized u~itlcr t I N  lotlgo systoin and htiviiig t~ boiiti ficlu 
rnorii1)orsliip of riot less t h in  1,000 poisons or by a regultirly iiicorpo- 
rated iristitritioii of Icuriiing or  I)y or under tho auspices of R trades- 
wiion and d l  puhlicnt ions of strictly profossiond, litortlry, Iiistorical, o r  
scioritific socictics including the MletiIis  issued b.y Stnte boards of 
health Ishall tm atlniittect to t h o  nitlils as second-clrtss matter mid tlie 
postago tlioreon sliull bo tho sn iw as  on otlier second-class innt ter and 
no more: Proz)ided, 'I'hat such ztitittcr shall he originattxl wid published 
to furtlior t h  objects nnci piirposes of siich socioty, order, trtlcles- 
union, or insti tru tion of h r n i n g  m t l  slid1 be forrnocl of prilitod ptpor' 
shoots witliolit lwurd, cloth, Icrithr,  o r  othcr suhstnritial binding 
s~ ich  8s rlistinguisli pintot1 hol ts  for proservntion from periodical 
publicu tions. 

: Defines forirth-class nintter 11s follows : Mailiiblo matter of tho fourth, 
cliiss shall eri~t>rncc dl iiinttcr not oriilwrtced in tho first, second, or I 
tliirtl class which is not in its form or nnt.ure linble to destroy, dofnco, ., 
or otherwise (ltiinngo the contents of the mail bag or harm the person 
of aiiyono ongttgcd in tlie l 'ostd Service, a i d  is iiot abovo tho weight , 

proviclccl by hw, whicli is 1ierel)y declared to be not exceeding 4 ! 
pounds for each packtige thereof, except in the case of single books I 

weighing in excess of thrtt, Itiiioiiiit, and except for books and documents 
pu Mishetl or circulated by order of Congress, or printed or written 1 '  

official matter enlariatir~g frorn any of the departments of the 
Govurnmen t o r  from tho Srni thsoninn 'Institution. 

Act of May  19, 1898 (30 Stat.  410):  i 

Provides for the transmission hy mail at the postage rate of 1 cent 
R piece, under such regulations tis tho Postmaster General may pre- 
scribo, of writ tan niessttges on private rnniling cards. 

(nv order of Postmtrstm General dated August 

Act of July 16, 1804 (28 Stat. 105): 

I ' Act of June 8, 1890 (29 Stat. 262): 

Act of June 13, 1808 (30 Stat. 4 4 3 4 4 4 ) :  1 I :  

' After June 30, 1898, the m e  of newspaper and periodical stamps 
mny be discontiiiued, t inc l  postage 011 second-class matter, which shall 

c .  9 

be prepaid, shall be collected and nccoiin ted for tinder siichmgulations 
as the I'ostinHster Cenerul rnhy pescril)e. I ' 1  i+I 

' Secoricl, tliird, and fourth class niail matter shall not be returned to 
senclor or rernailed until tlie poBtage has  been fully prepaid on the sanm ' 
111 all CRSOY wliere uiidolivered inrit,tsr of these clnsses is of obvious 
vttluo tlie sender, if known, shall be notified of the fact of nondelivery, 
and bo given the bpportunity of prepaying the return postage. 

' Act of March 2, 1899 (30 Stat. 984): 1 :  

Provides that all letters writtcn in point print or rnised characters 
usccl by the bliiict , wlieri iiiisealctl shrill be trammi ttetl through the 
mails u s  third-class intitter. 

" 'I:; : 

' ,  

, 

1 ' 1 .  ' I I* 

, Act of April 28, 1904 (33 Stat. 440):  , 

Under such regulations as the Postninster Crerierd may establish for 
t h o  colluction of tho ltiwfiil roveriue aut1 for facilitntiiig the handling 
of sticli iiintter in tho riiails, i t  slid1 lm liiwful to nccept for transrnissiou 
iti the mails qutlntities o f  iiot less tiinii 2,000 identical pieces of third . 
or fourth cliiss matter withqut postage stairips affixed: Provided, That 
postage sliitll be fully preprtid tlicreon, nt tlie rate required by ltLw for 
n singlo pieco of such rtiutter. 

1 

8 ' 
I 

1 

Act of Mttrch 2,  1907 (34 Stat .  1244): 
Wlicri in addition to tho stnnips required to transmit nny lettor or 

packiigo tlirough tlie Iiiails t1ior-e shall bo nttschod to tlie ciivclope or 

with the words " Sl)ecid De1ivel;y" or tlieir equivalent written or 
priii tecl on the envelope or covcxing, unc\er such regulatioris 11s tlie 
l'ostiriuster General riiay proscribe, tho stiitl pttcliitgo sliull \)e liaiidled, 
trniisiiii Ltucl, arid ~delivsretl us though it boru tt rogulatiou "Specirtl- 

covui-irig 1 0  cents worth of ordinary stamps o f  m y  donoiiiiriation, 1 ' I '  

* 

delivory I' staitip. I (  

Order No. 340, MRY 15, 1907: . I .  

s The c~iarge for'special tlelivcry of mail matter shall \,a IO cents for 
ctncih piuco to b u  proptit1 by it special-tlelivory stamp, or by 10 cents 
worth of ordinary staiiips affixed thereto. 
I Act of MayO12, 1910 (36 Stat. 366):  I d '  

I 

I 

IThat hereafter whon copies of any publication of the second cIms, 
mailed by  R publisher u t  the pound rate or free in the county of pub- 
lictttion, t ~ r 0  undeliverable a t  the address thereon, the postmaster at 
the ofrice of destination shall promptly notify the publisher of the 
fact, giving L the reason therefor, and copies received five weeks after 
the mailing of, the notice to the publisher, and in no instance until 
two successivu issues thereof have been published, shall, under such , , 

regulations as the1 Postinas ter General may prescril)e, be separate1 , 
returned to ,the publisher thereof, charged with postage a t  the t h i d  
class rate. All laws and parts of laws in coniiict with this act  are 
horeby repealed. I .  

Act of August 24, 1912 (37 Stat. 550, 551, 553, 557):i 
Provides for tho admission to the second class of mail matter of 

. periodical publications issued by State boards or clepartmonts of publio 
cliarities arid corrections. Extends tlie right to carry advertising , 
matter to periodical publications issued by or under the auspices of 
benevolen t or frntornttl societies, or orders, or trades-uuions, or by : 
strictly professional, literary, historical, or scieii tific societies; provided 

, '' 
* :: 
., 4 

I 

A . 1  

i ' I '  ' 
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such periodicals are not  dosigned or putdished primarily for advertising 
pur loses tind their circulation tliroiigli the niails is liinitetl to copies 

or assessmen tu, or o tlierwise, not less than 50 por centum of tho regrilar 
subscription price; to ot>her h n a  fide subscribers; to exchanges, *and 
10 per centuni of siich circulation as sample copies, and also provitlocl 
that when such mein\)ers pay therefor as 8 part of their dues or asscss- 
ments, individual subscriptions or receipts shall not be required. This 
act also provides that the office of publication of any such periodicti1 

, publication shAll be fixed by the association or body by which i t  is 
; 1 ! publ:slietl, or by its executive ~)oartl, and said pu tha t ion  s M l  be 

r,nrint,ecl a t  such illace aiid entered a t  the nearost post office theroto. 

4 

1 
, 

A 

I 
t i  

' I 

i 

i , ' rnai 1 ocl to such niernl)c?rs tis ptty therefor, either as a part of their dues 

t 'I 

Mikes it tlm'cltity of the editor, publisher, husiness manager, or 
owner of every publication entered as second-class niatter, except 
reliFious, frnternnl, temperance and scientific or other siinilar puhli- 
mtioris, to lilt!, riot later tlitrn April 1 and Octobor 1 of oncli year, tirid 
publish a statemont of ownersliip, manage~iiont, aiid also in tho casu 
of daily newspapers, tho  avernge of the number of copies of each issue 
of siicli puhlication sold or distributoti to paid subscribers during the 

Itcquires nll etli torial or  otlior roacling matter in second-class publi- 
cations for tlie publication of which money or  other valunble considern- 
tion is paid, accepted, or promised, to be plaiiily marlted "advertiso- 

* iiiont" arid nialtes fnilure to do so an oflenso punisliable by a fine of 
not less than $50 nor more than $500. 

' 1Cstablislies tlie tlomestic parcel-post system, efTective January 1, 
I .  1d13. ~ r o v i ( ~ e s  tlittt fourtli-class mail matter sliall einlxace all 

matter, iricliitling farm and factory products, not embraced in either 
: the first, secoiid, or third class, not exceeding I1 pounds in weight 
f nor greater in size than 72 inclies in length arid girth combined, nor 

in form or kind likely to injure the person of any postal ernployee, 
or damage the mail equipment, or other mail matter, and not of a 

; charact or perishable within a period reasonably required for transpor- 
tation ant1 delivery. 

' Tho rate of postage on fourth-class matter weighing not more than 
. 4 ounces shall be 1 cent for each owice o r  fraction of an oiince; and 

on such matter in excess of 4 ounces in weight the rate shall bo by 
I the pound, tlie postage in all cnses to be prepnid by distinctive postage 
' ; stamps aflixetl, and graduated according t o  distance or zone, for which 

8 ' purpose tlie United States arid its several Territories and possessions, 
1 .  ! 'ekccpting the Philippine Islunds, shall b e  divided into units of area 
; 30 minutes square, identical with a quarter of the area formed by  

i ' ' the intersecting parallels of latitilde and meridians of longitude. 
t : Such units of are8 shall be the basis of eight postal zones. 

' I ! f On all matter mailed a t  tlie post office. from which a rural route 
starts, for delivery on such route, or mailed at any point on such :I route for delivery to any other 1)oint thereon, or a t  the office from 

' preceding six nion ths. 

I '  
2 '  ! I ,  

.; ! ' which the route ;tarts, 0"I. on an? rural route starting therefrom, and 
on  all matter mailed' a t  a citv-carrier office, or  a t  any point within i ts  ti I! 

;I: i!. 
!i. 1: 1 ; delivery limits, for deliveryby carriers from that-office, or at any 

oifice for local delivery, 5 cents for the first pound or fraction of a 
.pound and 1 cent for each additional pound or fraction of a pound. 
i' The rates fixed for the various zones,for the first pound or fraction 

.of, a, pound and for each ,additional pound or fraction of a. pound 
We: 

RATES OF POSTAGE 

First 
youqd 

Ccntc 
6 
6 

9 
10 
11 

12 

pound. Sixth zone, 9 cent$ for  the first pound and 8 cents for each f i  
4, :; additional pound. , I  I 

[ . ;)  0 ' i l / i , f  ' v i '  oiddr "0. 7721, December 18, 1813, effective Janua 
( , I  Prescribes that thg rate of postage on gold coin, gold b 
gold dust shipped in thqmails betweeu any two pomts 

This act authorizes the Postmaster General, subject to the consent . 
of the Interstate Coinrnerce Coinmission after investigation, to . , 

reforni the classification, weight limit, rates, zone or zones, or condi- "1 

tioris, o r  eitliur, in order to promote tho service to the public or to  
insure tho receipt of revenue from such service adequate to pay the ' 

cost thereof. 
I ' ' I  o r  

Order No. 7241, June 26, 1913, effective July 1, 1913: , -,;, , t  

. Iliscontiiirios tho printing of distinctive 
nutliorizos tlie iiso 011 fourth-class o r  parcey-post inail of ordinary , 

I. ' 1 ' : t i  , 

arcel-post stamps and , %  : 

pout ago s Lnr 11 ps. 
, 

' I  

Order No. 7348, July 25, 1013, effective August 15, 1913:, I 
Jncreases limit of weight for fourth-class or parcel-post matter .( +, ,: 

from 11 pounds to 20 pounds in first and second zones, and reduces ! 

tho ratos of postugo 011 parcels adclressed for locul dolivery or for i, 
delivery in the first and second zones to the following: For local * 

delivcry, 5 cents for'tlie first pound and 1 cent for each additional ' i  

2 potinds; ' for delivery elsewhere within tho first zono, 5 cents for 
tho first poiind and 1 cent for each atlditioiial pound. Second zone I 

5 cents for tlie first pound and 1 cent for each additional pound. 
Order No. 7705, December 6,  1913, effective March 16, 1914: 

Places books in fourth-class or parcel-post mail and fixes the rate 
of postage on parcels of books weighing 8 ounces or less a t  1 cent for 
each 2 ounces or fraction of 2 ounces, and iiiakes the regular fourth- 6 

class or parcel-post zone rates apply to parcels of books weighing more 
t l i t i I1  8 Ot111CoS. 1 I b . '  

' ' I  

Increases tlie lirnit of weight for fourth-class or parcel-post matter 4 

from 20 pounds to 50 pounds in first and second zones. and from 11 

, 

'4 1, 

> .  
; ~ 

4 Order No. 7706, necoiribor 6, 1913, effective January 1,' 1914: " '  ti ' '  
!* * 
;, 
1 

> 

pounds (0 20,pounds in the third, fourth, fifth, sixth,'seventh, and ! ' 8  

eighth zones. Reduces the rates of postage for the third, fourth, " 

fifth, and sixth zones, to the following: Third zone, 6 cents for tlig j 
first pound and 2 cents for each additional pound. Fourth zone, ,;' 1 

7 cents for the first pound and 4 conts for each additional ound. , 

Fifth zone, 8 cents for the first pound and G cent's for each a d d t i o n d  , .1 ." 
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' as if the whole of such pul)licat.ion WRS devoted to matter other than 
sciver t i 8 e1 rion tt3) : 

j I I (1) On and after July 1,  1918, and until July 1,  1919- 
Cents Cents 

For the first and second zones__i_ 
For the third zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
For the fourth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  2 For the eighth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ - _  3)4 

1% 

' For the fifth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  2% 

p r  the sixth zone- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  - -  _ _  
Eor the seventh zone _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _  15 . 23% 

a 1 (2) On and after July 1 ,  1919, and until July 1, 1920- 
I I .  Cents Cents 

' For the fourth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  3 For the eiglith zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  6% 

' For the first and second zones _ _ _ _  1$/2 For the sixth zone- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  4 
j For the third zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  2 For the seventh zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  6 

, For tlie fifth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  3$/2 
1 

(3) On and after July 1, 1920, and until July 1, 1921- 
I 
I Cents Cents 
i ' For the first and second zones _ _ _ _  
i For tho third zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  2t.i I'or the seventh zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Y 
i For the fifth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  43i 

1% For the sixth zone- _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _  
i For the fourth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  4 For the eighth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  7% 

1 1 I (4) On and after July I ,  1921- 
I I t  ( I  I 

f For the first and second zones _ _ _ _  2 For the sixth zone- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  7 1 For the third zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  3 I'or the seventh zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  9 I For the fourth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  5 For the eiglith zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  10 I For the fdth zone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  8 

, IThis act provides that, where the total weight of any one edition or 
1 issuo of any publication mniletl to any one zone does notl exceed I 

also that tho zone rates 
to any one zone and 

Cents Cent8 

! 

in a letter-carrier ofice for delivery 
shall be the same ns now pro- 

n pouiitl or fraction thoreof on and after July 
on aiid after July 1, 1918, 1)C cents 

that  the rate of postage on daily newspapers, when the 
in a letter-carrier oflice for deiivery by its Carriers, 

each, and also provides that there shall be 

or fraction thereof. 

11 no change in the free county circulation and rates on second-class 
11 mail mat,ter witliin tlie county of p u ~ i c a t i o n .  

*.1P~ovides that the rate on newspapers and periodicals mailed by 
others than the publisher or his agent or a news agent or dealer shall 
continue to be I cent for each 4 ouiices or fraction thereof. 

d Provides that upon every parcel or package transportedGfrom one 
1' point in the United States to another by parcel post on which the 

amounts to 25 cents or more, a tax of 1 cent for each 25 cents 

I 

23 

or fractional p r t  thereof charged for s w h  transportation, shall be 
paid by iriottns of intoriial-revouuo stamps uffixod. 

RATEB OF POSTAaH 

f Order No. 1140, February 26, 1918, effective March 15, 1918: 
'Increases the limit of weight for fourth-class mfitter to 70 pounrls 

for tlie first, second, and third zones, and to 50 pounds forsthe fourth,' 
fifth, sixtli, sevcritli, and eighth zones. 

' 

, 
Act of May  10, 1918 (40 Stat. 548): 

"'Authorizes the Postmaster General, in his discretion, to require the 
psynieut, of postage on riittil carried by airplane a t  not exceeding 24 

Order No. 1443, May 11, 1918, effective M a y  15, 1918: I 

Fixes the rate of postage for mail carried by air plane a t  24 cents 
an owice or fraction thereof, of which 10 cents shall be for special- 
delivery service, the postago to  be fully prepaid with special airplane 
postage stamps or with ordinary postage stttmps. Such mail shall, 
consist. of nititter of the first class, including sealed phrcels not exceed- 

i length aiid girth combined and be indorsed "By 

Order No. 1617, Juno 26, 1918, effective July 15, 1918: " '  I '  I 

Mnil carried by airplane shall be charged with postage a t  the rate 
of 16 cents for  tho first ounce or fraction thereof and 6 cents for each 
additional ounce or fraction thereof, of which 10 cents shall be for 
special-delivury service. i 

Order No. 2415, November 30, 1918, effective December 15, 

y airplane shall be charged with ostage a t  the rate 

accorded iinless special delivery fee also prepaid. 

cents per  ounce or fraction thereof. 
4 1  

1 

' 

i 1 ,  

I of 6 cents an ounce or fraction thereof. Special s elivery service not 

Act of lgebruary 24, 1919 (40 Stat. 1150): I 

Restores r a t s  of '2 cents for each ounce or fraction of an ounce 
for first-class matter, including drop letters a t  letter-carrier offices, 
and. 1 cent .per oiiiice for drop letters a t  offices not having letter- 
carrier service. Also restores rate of 1 cent each for Government 

t. 1198) and Order No. 3492, I 

and vegetables mailed at 
cle truck route, or country 
t or post office on such route, 
livery to any other point or 
cents for the first pound or 
ditional 2 pounds or fraction 
December 16, 1920.) (I' 1 

all be charged with postage at ' I thelrste t 

< 6 4  1 ' )  I I l b I , !  

* 

, 
postal cards and private inailing cards. . I  I 

, a  

. 3336, July 18, 1919, effective July 18, 1919: " 

I ' * + ! I  ) I r 4 0  

. I  
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5 )  I! Order No. 3406, August 8, 1919: ) 

i Increases to 125 poiincls the limit of weight for surplus food products \ and ,other supplies under the control of the War Department sold to 
the public by that depnrtrnciit and distributed to the purchasers 

1 tlirougli the mails, sucli increased limit to be inoperative as soon as 
", 1 1' ' 

Provides that when letters are returned from the dead-letter oifice' 
to tho mailers, n fee of 3 cents sliall be collected a t  the time of delivery. 
' Authorizes the acceptance of first-clnss matter for mailing without 

1 postage stainps affixed under such regulations as the Postmaster 
, Gonoral niay prescribe. 

1 ' ( 1  Act of November 23, 1921 (42 Stat. 321), effective January 1, 
" '  1022: 

: 'Repeals the 1-cent tax on parcels of fourth class or parcel-post 
, matter subject to 25 cents or iiiore postage. 

I such surplus products and supplies are sold. 
Act of April 24, 1920 (41 Stat .  583): 

Act of March 3, 1023 (42 Stat. 1434): 
Providos that single sheets or portions thereof from second-class 

publications sent in proof of insertion of advertisemen ts to an adver- 
tisor or his q u i t  shall he rtccepted for mailing tit tho second-class 
zone rates applicuble to tlie advertising portion of publications. 

t Resolution of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 668) : 
Volumes of the Iloly Scriptures, or any part  thereof, in raised 

characters for tlie uselof the blind, whether prepared by hand or 
p i n  ted, which do not contain advertisements, when furnished by an 

, organization, institution, or association not conducted for private 
rofit, to a blind perso11 without charge, shall be transmitted in the 

Epitetl States mails, wlien furnislied ttt a price not greater than the 
' cost price thereof, at  tlie postage rate of I cent for oiicli pound or 
, fraction tlieroof, under such regulations as the Postmaster Geuerrtl 

= O ,  1924: 
may prescribe. 

' I Order No. 713, ! 

1 ' Mail carried hy airplsno sliall be fully prepaid with postage at 
the rate pf 8 cents an otiiicc or fraction thereof for each zone or part 
of zone 111 which rrittil is carried by plane, such postage including 
trans ortation to arid from air mail route as well as transportation 

I parcels not excccding 50 pounds in weight nor 84 inches in length and 
; girth combined. Special airplane stamps may lie used, but in lieu 

thereof ordinary stamps may be used, the matter being indorsed 
: "Via Air Mail" in the latter case. 

,The  New Yorlr-San Francisco route is the only one operated by the 
Post Oflice Department nntl for rating of postage is divided into three 

I zones: (1) Now York to Chicago, (2) Chicago to Cheyenne, and (3) 1 Choyenne to Stln Francisco. 
i , , I  , , , ,Aot of February 2, 1025 (43 Stat. 805): 
1 Provides for the transportation of air mail underdamtract, {the 1 rates of pos t ap  on such inail to be not less than 10 cents for each 

* t I '  1 1  

by p r ana. Any mnilable inatter may bo carried, including sealed 

,, ~ 

( ,  1 .  

1 ounce-or fraction thereof. 1 9  ' 1 )  

, , ., 
I 

' ,  

r 

I 

1 '  ,, 

I 

RATES O F  POSTAGE 

I' o i '  : Act of February 20, 1925 (43 Stat. 955) : 

2 2 -  
1 . 1  

I '  Authorizes th s  Postmaster General1 to issue permits to persons ' 
using Governmerit stamped envelopes to dcfrtco the postage stamps 
thereon in connection with the placing on the envelopes of the name 
of tlie post office and State of mailing, together with such other 
indicia as may be prescribed, such envelopes being known as *pre- 
canceled stamped envelopes. 

Act of'. February 28, 1925 (43 Stat. 1066-1069), effective 
, April 15, 1925: 

Increases the rate of postage on private mailing capds to 2 cents 
each. 

Changes the rates of postage per pound on the advertising portions 
of publications entered as second-class matter to the following: 
For the first and second zones, 2 cents; third zone, 3 cents; fourth, 
fifth, and sixth zones, 6 cents; seventh and eighth zones, 9 cents, 

Increases the rate of postage on publications of the second class 
maintained by  and in the interest of religious, educational, scientific, 
philanthropic, agricultural, labor, and fraternal organizations ,or 
associations riot organized for profit and none of the net income of 
which inures to the benefit of any private stockholder or  individual, 
to 116 cents per pound or fraction thereof. 

t Provides thnt the rate of postttge on publications entered as second- 
class matter, when sent by  others tlian the publisher or news agent, 
shall be 2 cents for each 2 ounces o r  fraction thereof for weights not 
exceeding 8 ounces, and for weights exceeding 8 ounces, the rates 
prescribed for fourth-class matter shall be applicablq. 

Defines third-class matter to embrace all matter not exceeding 8 
oiinces in weight not coining within mutter of the first or  second class. 

Fixes tho rato of postrtge on third-class matter a t  1)i cents for each 
2 ounces or fraction thereof, except that the rate of postago on books, 
catalogues, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, scions, ttnd plants shall be 
I ,  cent for  each 2 oi in~es  or fraction thereof. 

Provides that the written additions permissible under existing law 
on mail nintter of the third and foiwth clnsses slinll bo perniissib!e on 
aitlier of theso cltlsscs witliou t discrimination on account of classifica-' 
tion. 

i Defines fourth-class matter to embrace all matter weighing in  excess^ 
of 8 ounces not coming within inattor of the first or second class,' 
and prescribes that there shall be tl service charge of 2 cents on each 
parcel, except upon parcels collected on rural-delivery roil tes. I : , : 

Provides that parcels of fourth-class nintter on which 25 cents 
postage is prepaid in addition to  the postage a t  the regulw rates and 
indorsed I' Special Handling" shall receive the saine expeditious 
handling, transportation, and delivery accorded to mail matter of tlie 
first class. , 

' Authorizes the Postmaster' General, subject to the consent of' the 
Interstate Conimerce Commission nfter investigation, to modify the 
parcel-post rates of postage, limit of weight,, zone or zones, or conditione 
in order to promote the service to the public or to insure the receipt 

4 I !  

1 1  

of,revenuelhom such service adequate to pay the cost thereof.Ji' - 
Authorizes. the Postmaster General to conduct experiments infibthe, 

operation, on not more than 50 rural routes, to develop and encourage 
1 the transportation of food products directly from producers to con- 
twmers or vendors and for that  purpose t o  rediice too siic.11 extent 'MI 
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I he may deem advisable, the rate of posta e on food products mailed 
1 directly on siic~i roiitos for (1clivor.y ttt t t o  post offices from wliicli i such routes start and to nllow the rural carriers thereon a commission 

on tho povtllgo so received, tho amount so paid not to exceed the 
actual amount of revenue derived froni the exporimsntal sorvice. 

i I aProvides that to procure the immediate delivery of mail niatter 
i weighing more than 2 pounds and not more than 10 pounds, stamps 

to the vnlw of 15 cents shall be affixed in addition to the regular 
postage; to procure the ininiediate delivery of mail matter weighing 

i niore than 10 poiirids, stamps to tlie value of 20 cents shall be affixed 
1 in ttddition to the regular postnge. 
I Reenacts the provisions of tlie itct of March 2, 1907, psrrnitting the 
I us0 of ordinary stamps in payrnen t of special-cielivery service. 
; i ! ' Order No. 3817, January 10, 1026: ' 

i ' 'The rates of postage on mail carried by airplane on contract air-mail 
1 routes shull be 10 cents for each ounco or fraction thereof on each 1,  route or part thereof not exceeding 1,000 miles in lerigtli; 15 cents 
I for oach ounce or fraction thereof on each route or part thereof ex- 
i ' coeding 1,000 miles and not excecding 1,500 miles in  length; and 20 , cents for each ounce or fraction thereof on each route or part thereof 
1 1 , .  over,l,500 iriilcs in length, direct air mileage to coritrol in oach case, 
t j  5 witti 5 cents for each oilrice or fraction of an ounce additional for each 

air-mail zono or part of such zoiio tho mail is carried over Govern- ' rnont operated air-mail routes. Such postage incliides any necessary 
transportation to anti from tlie contract air-mail routes excopt by air 

;I niail. 
1 Thq rato of postago on mail carried on the New York-Chicago night 

' route (Government-operated) shall be 10 cents for each ounco or 
fraction thereof. 

I 

'I -. i Order No. 3880, February 4, 1926: 

:, 
1 

-1 fourth-class niatter. 
I I ' Act of July 3, 1026 (44 Stat. 800): 
; 1 Provides that the rate of postage on hotel and steamship room 
, I  ke s' with mota1 or fiber tags securely attached thereto, there being 
1 inielibly stamped upon such tags explicit post-ofice address and 

instrtictions directing that koy arid tag be returned to the  hotel or 
! steaniship of their origin, shall be 5 conts for each 2 ounces or fraction i . thereof if postage be collected on delivery. 

I I 1' Ordor No, 4061, December 23, 1926,' effective February 1, 

! The rate of postage on mail carried by airplane on either Govern- ' ment-operated or contract air-mail routes or on both, shall be 10 
cents for each half ounce or fraction thereof regardless of distance. 
* ' I  

The rate of postage on air mail shall not be less than 5 cents for 

!Provides that oficial mattor exceeding 4 pounds in weight which 
is not, mailable free under tlie penalty privilege shall be embraced in 
fourth-class mail ~ n d  accepted for mailing st  the rates prescribed for 

' 

* '  1827: 1 ' I  

* ' ' A c t  of May  17, 1928 (45 Stat. 594): 

I each ounce or fraction thereof. 

1 , Act of May 29, 1928 (45 Stat. 940-944): I : , Reduces the rate of postage on private mailing cards to I cent each. 
i 
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Provides for tho acceptance without prepayment of postago of 
biisiriess reply cards arid let,ters in biisiricss reply crivelo es, the 
poetugo tlioroon a t  t ~ i e  regulrir rata, togctlior wit11 iiri acltitional 
postage cliargo of not more than 2 cents on each card and latter, to be 
collected 011 delivery. 

a Provides that on short-paid mail matter of tlie first class reaching 
the office of address, tlie deficient postnge and, if i t  is short, more than 
on0 rc~te (2 cents), nn additional charge of 1 cent for ea& ounce or 
fraction thereof shall be collected. 

Provides that tho rates of postage per pound on the advertising 
portions of p i ib l ica ths  entorctl as second-c:lsss intttter slirtll be as 
follows : First arid secorid zones, I ji cell ts ; third zone, 2 cen tu; fourth 
zone, 3 cents; fifth zone, 4 cents; sixth zone, 5 cents; seventh z o x y  
6 cents; eiglithlzone, 7 cents. I 

Provides tha t  when tho number of individudly addressed copies 
or packages of certttin publications sent outside the count of puhlicaL 
tiori is iiiore t h i  32 t i r id  riot in excess of 48 to the pounc( double the 
regulttr rtttos shall bo chnrged; when thcre are more than 48 arid not 
in oxcess of 64 s d i  copios or  pac1;ages to tlie pound, tlires tiriios tho 
regular rates sliall be required, and for ench ndditiolial 16 individually 
acltlressed copies or panlcitgcs to the pound in excess of 64 there shall 
bu tt t:or.responding iricroaso of postago over the regular ra tea. , 

, I ltoduces the rate of postage on publicrttions entered as second-class 
matter, when sent by others than thc publisher or news agent,% to 1 
ceiit for eucli 2 oiirices or fraction thereof. 

cents for each 12 ounces or frnction thereof, except that the rntfe of postngc 011 books, 
mtdogues,  ser,ds, ciittiugs, hiill)s, roots, wiolis, wit1 plarlts shall bo 
(1 cent for each 2 oiinces or fraction thereof, except for 1il)rnr-y books: 
Prouitled, That separately addresseci identicttl pieces of third-class 
ninttor shall be nccepted under such rcgulations as the Postmaster 
General may establish for facilitating the handling. of tho  niatter in 
tho mails, in quantities of not less than 20 pounds or of not less than 
200 pieces, a t  the rate of 12 cents for each pound or fraction thereof, 
except in tho case. of books, catalogues, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, roots, 
scions, and plants on which the rate shall be 8 cents for each pound 
or frmtiorl thereof computed on the entire bulk mailed a t  one time, 
but tho rate shall not be less than 1 cent a piece. 

Fixes the. following zone rates of postage on fourth-class matter 
for the first pound and for each additional pound: 

< >  

1 

I ,  

Fixas the rate of postage on third-class matter a t  

8 1  

6 ,  I 1 Additional pounds: 
1 , )  I , 

. I  

--- 
Cents 

7 7 

8 
8 
9 

10 
12 
13 

I 

1 cent (each 2 pounds). 
1 cent (euch pound). 
2 ceiits (encl~ pound). 
4 cents (ench I)oiind). ~ 

0 cents (each pound). 
8 cents (each pound). 
10 ceuts (each pound). 
12 cents (eech..Dound). . .  

I Except where the distance by the shortest regular mail route from I the of& I of origin to the omce of 

delivery is 300 miles or more In which case the rate shell he 6 cents for the first pound and 2 cents lor, each 
' addlllonal pound or frectlor; thereof, 

I ,  
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Provided, That the rate of postage on matter of the fourth classii* 
when RiAiled 011 i ~ i r a l  roil tes shall be, for local delivery and for delivery , 

:within tho first, second, and tliircl zones, 2 corits less than the rates 
I prescribed itl)ovo, arid for delivery within the fourth, fifth, sixth, ; 
' sevuntll, and eighth zones, 1 cent less than the rates above prescribed. 
' Reenacts provision authorizing the Postmaster General, subject to . 
consent of the Interstate Coniirierce Commission after investigation, ,* 
to reform classification, weight limit, rates, zone or zones, or condi- ', 
tions, or either, applicable to fourth-class matter,  in order to promote - 
the scrvice to tho public or to irisure tlie receipt of revenue from B U C ~  
eervice adequate to pay the cost thereof. 

Provides that the rate of postage on library books containing no 1 '  

advertising rnntter other than incidental announcements of booka, ': 

when sent by public lit)raries, organizations, or associations not organ- 
ized for profit and norio of the net income of which inures to the benefit ' 

of any private stockholder or individual, as a service to county or '  
other unit libraries, or as a loan to readers, or when returned by the 
libraries or readers to such put)lic libraries, organizations, or associa- 
tions, shall be 3 cents for the first pound and 1 cent for each additional 
pomd or fraction thereof, when addressed for local delivery or for 
delivery in the first, second, or tliird zone, or within the State in which 
mailed, provided tlint the regular third or fourth class rate ahall a 111 
in overy caso where such rate is lower than tlie ra te  herein wescri\e<l 

Smcial ~ ' rovi t~es  that pnrcols of fourth-class matter indorsod 
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Order No. 7773 , tJune 7, 1928, effective August 1 ,  1928: 
The rate of postage on  air mail shall be 5 cents for tlic firat ounce 

Air mail rou tos established by instructions of Second Assistant 
Postinnuter General dntecl Deceiriber 10 , 1028, and January 
'18,  192'3: 

Air mail service established between Miami, Fla. , and San Juan, 
P.'q It. beginning January 9, 1020, and between hlinrni and Cristohal, 
Canai ~ o i i o ,  1)e inning Iqebruary 4, 1029. l iate of postage to arid 

, from the Unitecf States ant1 Porto Rico, 10 cents for each half ounce 
or fraction, in addition to regular postage, and to arid from the United 
States and Canal Zone, 25 cents for each half ounce or fraction, in 

' adtlition to regular 110s tage. 1 I * :  

hango'in air mail rates by instructions of Third Assistant 
l'ostrnaster General dated March 20, 1929: 

Rate on air niuil to and from tho United States and Porto Rico, and 
to and from the United States and Canltl Zone, 10 cents and 25 cents, 
respectively, for each half ounce or fraction tliereo:', including regular 

Further changes in air mail rates by instructions of Third 
Assistant f'ostmrtster General diited August 20, 1929, ef€ec- 

I tive September 20, 1929: 

and 10 cents for auch udditional oiiiicu or frtlction tliereof. 
" 

' I 

, 

' .  

Handling " shall rLceive tho same expeditious handling, transportition, 
and delivery accorded to inail matter of tlie first class on prepayment I 

by means of starrips itfIixetf, in addition to the regular postage, of 10 
cents for parcels weighing not more than 2 pounds, 15 cents for parcels 
weighing more than 2 )ouritis but riot more than  10 pounds, and 20 

To procure immediate delivery of mail mat te r  of the first class 

110 affixed in addition to tho regular postage; matter weigliing more 
than 2 oiinds arid not more thnii 10 pounds, stamps to tlie value of 20 

;,weighing more thttn 10 pounds, stamps to the value of 25 cents shall 
bo affixed in addition to the regular postage. 

#Mail matter of other than the first class bearing, in addition to the 
, regtllar postage, a specinl-delivery stamp of the proper denomination or the equivalent thereof in ordinary stamps, with the words "Special 
Delivery" written or printed on the wrapper when ordinary stamps 
are used, shall receive the same expeditious handling and transporta- 
tion as is accorded to mail matter of the first class a n d  shall be accorded 
immediate delivery a t  the office of address under such regulations as . 
the Postmaster General may prescribe. ITo procure immediate delivery of mail mat te r  of other than the" 
first class weighing not more than 2 pounds, stamps to the value of ,' 16 cents shall be affixed in addition to the regular ostage; weighing 

I nore than 2 pounds but not more than 10 pouncfs, starnps to the> 
! value of 25 cents shall be affixed in addition to the regular postage, 
1 and for matter weighin more than 10 pounds stamps to the value of 

' 
s The rate of postage 011 air mail exchanged between the United States 

or I'orto ILico arid tlie Virgin Isliinda of the United States, is 10 cents 
for each lialf ounce or fraction thereof; and on such Inail exchanged 
1mtwoen tho Virgin lslnrids of the Uiiitetl Stntes i ~ i i r l  the Cnrid 
Zoiie, 25 conts for each half ounce or frtiction thereof. 

Ordor No. 8228, Septe~iiber 8, 1928, effective Octobor I ,  1928: 

, roduccd, effectivu October 1, 1928, to 2 cents for business reply cards, 
&)id for letters in business reply envelopes to 2 cents a11 ounce or - 
fraction tlieroof plus 1 cent additional for each letter. 

. 
* 

I 

I 
I 

I ,  

i 

. I  

cents for parcels exceo d ing 10 pounds in weight. 

cents s P iall be affixed in addition to the regular postage; and illattor, 

I 

weighing not more than 2 pounds, stamps of the value of 10 cents shall Rates o n  business reply cards arid letters in business reply envelopes ' 
" 

Acts of May 9, 1930 (Public 183 nnd 184): 
Tile Yostrnaster General is authorized , under such regulations aa 

he rriay prescribe, to issue a permit to persons using Government- 
stamped envelopss and to persons using Government postal cards to 
dofaco the postage stamps thereon in connection with the placing on 

;the envelopes and postal cards of the name of the post office and 
I State of mailing, to etlier with such other indicia as may be prescribed. 

undeliverable parcels containing perishable matter may be sold and 
the  amount realized, less a coniniission of 10 per centiiin, but in no 
case less than 15 cents, shall be remitted to the sender or other, (Order No. 10406, June 18, 1930, prescribes that 
postage-due etamps representing the amount retriined as commission 
for tlie sale of the articles shall be affixed to the parcel or to a tag or 
sheet of paper attttclied to the article, canceled and delivered with 
the matter to the purchaser.) 

The Postmaster General may charge a fee of 10 cents for postal 
services in effecting' delivery of collect-on-delivery mail upon terms 
differing from those originally stipulated a t  the time of mailing. 

a 

- 
, 

Under such reg!fations as the Postmaster General may prescribe,' ' 

8 

. riglltful ownor. 
, , . 

Y 

r r 

. '  :. , 

)'{ 1 

, 

, ' ; 35 centa shall be affixefin addition to the regular postage. 
: ( I  

I '  1 ,  1 

1 5 

1 

) -  

; i ;  I * '  
1 ,  
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militia of each Stato or Territory the right to receive by mail free of :'! 
postage, from m y  major, or brigttclior general thoreof, and to transmit :!$ 
to said generals m y  lotter or picket relating solely to the militia of: 1 ;  

Authorized Members of Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, , 
and Clerk of the House of Representatives to  mail, free of postage,t I 

@ I  * 
the message of the President of December 5, 1810. 

341 t .. 

such State or Territory. 
I,? 1 ' 

Act of December 17, 1810 (2 Stat ,  614): I *  

Act of November 18, 1811 (2 Stat .  667): 
Authorized Members of Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, and 

Clerk of the House of Representatives to mail, free of postage, the, I 

several messages of the President of November 5 and 7, 1811. I 
8 .  Act of April 25, 1812 (2 Stat .  718): 
I 

Extended the franking privilege to the Commissioner of the Land 
. ' !  Ofice. 

Act of November 12, 1812 (2 Stat. 787): 
I 8Authorized Members of Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, ' 

and Clerk of the House of Representatives to  mail, free of postage, 
I I the message of the President of November 4, 1812. 

Act of February 27, 1813 (2 Stat. 806) : 
All letters or paclrages not exceeding one-half ounce in weight,, 

containing vaccine mutter or relating to the subject of vaccination, 
shall be carried by mail, free of postage, to or from the agent appointed ' 

to carry out the provisions of the act to encourage vaccination. 
Act of July 13, 1813 (3 Stat .  4): , !  

I 

All letters and packets to and from the Superintendent General . 
ofiMilitary Supplies, which relate to his omcia1 duties, shall be free 
of postage. 0 ' .  I 

Act of July 24, 1813 (3 Stat. 39), and  act of April 18, 1814'  
* (3Stat. 130): 

All letters and packages to  and from t h e  Commissioner of the 
Revenue, of whatever weight, sliall be received and conveyed by, 
mail free of postage. 

Act of July 28, 1813 (3 Stat. 48): 
Authorized Members of Congress to mail, free of postage, the 

message of the President of July 12, 1813, and documents accompany? . 
ing the ~ a m e .  

I 

Authorized tlie Secretary of State to mail, free of postage, docut 
morits printed by either lToiise o f  Congress consisting of eommunica- 
tions and reports made to Congress by the President and heads of 
departments. 

Act of April 18, 1814 (3 Stat. 133): 

, 
All letters to and from the collectors of the  direct tax and internal 

duties, relative to their official ditties, shall be conveyed free of postage, 
1 I ) .  ' f 8 ,  I "  

Act of March 3, 1815 (3 Stat,  240): 

I 
1 ,  I i i  J 

. B 4  
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i 
the franking privilego 
and for 30 days after the termination thereof. 

Act of April 9, 1816 (3 Stat. 265):  
3!xtorided tho tirno during which Mernl)ers of Congress might enjoy 

30 clays previous to ettcli session of Congress 
I 

I . ,  ' Act of March 1, 1817 (3 Stat. 350): I 

' All letters and packets t o  and froiri James Madison, now President 
of the 1Jnited Statcs, after the expiratioii of his term of olfice,,,aiid 
during liis life, sliall be carried by mail free of postage. 

, All letters And packets to and from the Comptroller and Auditors 
of tlie Treusury Depiu-tnient sliall be conveyed freo of postage. , ,  ,., 1 

< I '  I f , d . !  I 

All letters to and from the Corririiissury General, which may relate 

I '  Act of March 3, 1817 (3 Stat. 368): 

Act of April 14, 1818 (3 Stat. 427): I 

to his office duties, shall be free from postage. 
' Itesolution of February 15, 1819 (3 Stat. 537) : I )  , I 

: I .  I 

t 

Authorized Memhers of Congress, Delegates 'from Territories , ' the 
Secretary of tlie Senate, and the Clerk of the House of Hepresenta- 
tives to mail, free of postage, tlie clociirnents accompanying the 
report of tlie comirii ttce rtppointed by tho House of Representatives 
to  oxainine into proceedings of tho Bank of the United States. 1 . I I  

I 
Act of Iloceinber 14, 1819 (3 Stttt. 539): 

~ Aiitliorized Nlernbers of Congress, Delegates from the Territories, 
the SecruCriry of tlio Scnnte, niid Clerk of tho Ilouse of Representa- 
tives to innil, freo of pos tttgo, tiny tlocurnonts wliicli littve been, or may 
bo, pririted by orclor of either Hoiiso during the Sixteenth Congress. 

Act of March 13, 1820 (3 Stat. 548): 
( 1  ' I 

Accorded to the President of t,ho Senate pro tompore, and the 
Spertltor of the TFoiise of Itepresentotitivcs for the time being, tlie same 
privilego for franltiIig lettors and pclrets us applicrtble to letters pnd 
pcl<ets to rind from the Vico President. $ 4  1 

Authorized Members of Congress, the, Delegates from Territories, 
the Secretary of tlio Senate, arid Clerk of the House of Representa- 
tives to mail, free of postage, any docuinents which have been, 'or 

Act of Deceniber 19, 1821 (3 Stat. 649): 

may be, printed by order of either House. , I  1 , 1  

Act of March 3, 1825 (4 Stat. 110): s 4 

Provides that letters rtnd packets to and from the following officem 
of the Uriited States shall be received arid conveyed free of postage: 1 1  

h c l i  postmrtster, letters or packets not exceeding one-half ounce in 
weight; each Member of the Senate, each Member and Dolegate of the 
House of Ilep*esontutives, the Secretary of the Senate, arid Clerk of 
tlie Elouse of 1lepressentutives, provided each letter or packet (except 
documents print et1 by order of either House of Congress) shall, not 
exceed 2 ouiices in weight, during their actual attendance 'in 'any 
session of Congress ant1 60 days before and aftor such sessionj and in 
case of edcess of'weight, that excess alone shall be paid for; %lie Presi; 
'dent, Vice :President,. Secretaries of State, Treasury, War, 1 Navy, 
Attorney General, l'ostrriaster Geriorttl, and the Assistants l'ostinaster 
General, the Cornptrollers of the Treasury, Auditors, Register, Treas- ' 

I .  

! 
9 '  
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iirer, and Commissioner of the General Land Office, and such individ- 
uti1 who shall huvu \wen or may lierstlfter be President of Lhe Unitod 
Statos, arid each rnny receive newspnpers by post free of posCage. 
I'ostniaste1.j sl iull  not receive, free o f  postage, iriore than one daily 
newspaper unch, or what is equivalent thereto; nor shall Members of 
the Scnato, or of the House of l ie~msentatives,  the Clerk of the IIoiise, a J 

or Secretnry ,of the Senate receive newspapers free of postage after I ; %, 

their privilege of franking shall cease. 

Act of July 2, 1836 (5 Stat.  88): 
, I  a; 

Provides that 1 1 0  postrriast er shall receive, free of postage or frank, 
ny  lettcr' or pticlcage c~riluiriirig niiytliirig o h r  tliuri paper or Inouoy. 

Act' of July 2, 1836 (5 Stat. 107): 
I 

, All letters and packages to and from Dolly P. Madison, widow'of ' 4  Lib James hl adison, slitdl be recuived and conveyed by post free of postage : ci 

I 
' for arid during her life. 1 7 1 )  

1 ,  ' Act of July 4,  1836 (5 Stat .  118): Act of MRrch 2, 1827 (4 Stat. 238): 
Provides that the Commissioners of the Nav Board, The Adjutant 

General, Psgrnaster General, the Secretary of the Senate, Clerk of ,, 

the Houso of Ropresonttttives, and the Superintendent of the Patent 
Office may frank and receive letters arid packages free of postage. 

T h o  Commissioner of Patents m a y  send and receive by r i d  free of 
postage letters and packages relatirig to the business of his ofice. '! ; 

All letters arid pttcksges on public business, to arid froni the corn- 
mantling general, the colonel of Ordnance, the Surgeon General, and 
the lieat1 of the Topographical Corps, shall be free of postage. 

1 . Act of July 5, 1838 (5 Stat .  259): 1 .  

General, the Conirriissary Gener a1 , Inspec tors F m n  er a1 , Quartermaster 

I 
, 

I Resolution of April 3, 1828 (4 Stat. 320): 

,and receive 1ettei.s and packages by mail free of postage. 
Resolution of MRY 23, 1828 (4 Stat, 320): 

I '  ; ' Authorized the Spenlter of the IIoiise of Itepresentatives to frank Act  of September 9, 1841 (5 Stat. 461): I 

! Ail letters and packets carried by post to and from Mrs. Harrison, 
widow! of William IIenry IIttrrison, shall be conveyed freo of% postage s ,  

I )  , ! I  during her natural life. 
I 

f Authorized Charles Ciirroll of Carroll ton, the only surviving signer 
of the Ilecltiration of lntlependeiice, to receive and trarisrni t lettors 
and packages by ninil freo of POStagC. 

a *  #All letters to and from tho Solicitor of the Treasury, rolnting to 

free of postage. 

Act of August 31, 1842 (5 Stat. 580): 
4 Authorized the chief of each bureau attached to the Navy Depart- 
merit to froilk commiinicstions from his l)iireau ; and all coInIniinica- 
tioris to his'bureuu, on the business thereof, sliall be free of postage. 

Tho Oornrnissioner of Pensions is accorded the privilege of sending 

Act of May 29, 1830 (4 Stat.  416): 

the  duties and business of his ofhe ,  shall be transmitted by mail 

Continiiod iri efi'ect the act of December 19, 1821, with respect to 

Act, of January 20, 1843 (5 Stat. 507):  

Act of February 15, 1843 (5 Stat. BOO):  , I t  

, 

, ' ant1 receiving letters aiid pacltots inail fi;ee of postage. ! I  
0 ,  

nesolirtion of tTaniiary 1 3 ,  1831 (4 Stat. 495):  

' the itransriiission of cctrtain clociinicnts in the mails free of postage. 
' J  q i  * 1 I ;  
Afrrqire, touching tho bwiness of his eke, shall be frcs of postage. 

,. T I 1  o pri vi1 ege of frnnlc i rig pub1 ic and o f Ii ci nl (1 o m  ni en ts accorded 
Acc of July 9, 1832 (4 Stat 564): 1 1  

All lotters and pnclmges to  rid froni the Commissioner of Indian 
t4e Sucrctury of State exLondot1 to the chiof clerk iu that  ofice. 

A c t  of March 3, 1845 (5 Stat.  732-735, 739): 
Repeiiled all prior acts conferring upon m y  person whatsoever 

the right or privilege to receive and transmit through the mails, 
free of postage, letters, packets , newspapers, periodicals, or other 
Inattars, but i t  also restored the free iriiiil privilC~ge in p r t .  

Provides tha t  Moiiibers of Congress and delegates from Territories 
may receive letters not exceeding 2 ounces in weight free of postage 

I1 b Resolution of July 14, 1832 (4 Stat. 608): during the recess of Congress. Members of Congress and Delegates 
1 ;  from Territories, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House 
! /  o f  Representatives are authorized to mail, free of postage, arly 11 persons entitled to receive the same. documents which have been or may be printed by order of either 
r /  ' J I Act of July 30, 1834 (4 Stat.  740): House of Congress, and may during each session of Congress and for I *  

a period of 30 days before, the corrirnencing and 30 days after the end 
, I  any letter, newspaper, or packet riot exceeding 2 ounces in wei ht, ii gtates wliich may be directod by the legislatures of the several States .and they shallshave the right to frank written letters frohi themse ves 

during the full year, The same franking privilege which is accorded 
to the Members of the two Houses of Congress is also extended to 

I i . 1  I 
' 6 I l l  ' I ) , '  11 ,,j' ,I; Act of March 3, 1835 (4 Stat. 779): 

the Vice President.' 

l Act of July 13, 1832 (4 Stat.  575): 
cornmunications to or from the Secretary of the Board of Com- 

missioners to examine clairris under the convention with France, on 
its business, shall pass by mail free of postage. 1 ,  

. I  

,. 

Provides that the document containing the Fifth Census be trans- ' 
mitted free of postage by mail to Members of Congress arid to other 

I .  

, : + -  

, I  , + ,  
S I )  I * ' a  

,+  

I "  The governors of the several States may transmit b mail, free o f :  3 

$0 be transmitted to the executives of other States. 

1 ostage, all letters, reports, recorcis, and documents of t eir respective 

'i". . i ! 7  

of each session send and receive through the mails, free of postage, I C .  

I 

I , ' 

h 
B 4 1  

l i i  I 

I 4 4 Continued the franking privilege of the Commissioner of*Pensions, This act continues the franking privilege \to.the 
I !  J , I  I ' , . 1 1  !, President, to all ex-Presidente, and to the widows of former Presidents , 

1 '  ' I ;  , ' ,  . . . :I, .. , b 1 , ) :  ; I o  , $ 1  Madison and Harrison; also continues the fres mail privilege prescribed :* ,  ,I 
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by the act of July 30, 1834, under wliicii certain letters, reports, 
records, itiitl t1oc:iilneiits may tm sent in tlie mails free of postage by 
the goveiworr; of tlie soverttl Status. 

Continues tlie excliange, free of postage, of newspapers between 
the publishers thereof arid provides that all newspapers of not more 
than 1,900 sqiiare inches in size may be transmitted through the 
mails, free of postage, by pul)lishers thereof to all subscribers o r  other 
persons witliiii 30 miles of the plnce of publication. 

Requires all officers of the Governirient theretofore having the 
franking privilege to keep account of all postage charged to and 
payable by tlieni upon letters, packages, or otlicr matters received 
through the mail, touching tlie duties or business of their respective 
offices; and said accounts for postage shall be allowed and paid 
quarterly out of the contingent fund of the bureau or de artnwnt 
to which tlie officers inay be attached; . ancl the severar deputy 
postmasters throughout the United States shall be nutl io~zed to 
charge mid have nllowed to thorn in tlie settlenient of their accounts 
with the Post OfIice Department all postage which they may have 
paid or had charged to them for letters, packages, or other matters 
received by tlieni on the business of tlieir offices or of the Post Ofice 
Department. 

Tlie three Assistant Postinasters General shall be entitled to have 
reniitted by the postmaster in Washington nll postage cliargetl I I ~ U  
letters, packages, 01’ other inatters received by tliciii toiicliiiig tlie 
business of the Post Ofiice 1 )epartment. 

lhc l i  of tho Assistant Postiiinsters General is authorized to inail, 
free of postuge, m y  letters, packages, or otlier matters relntiiig 
exclusively to liis oflicial duties or to tlie hisiness of the Post Office 
Ileparttiient ant1 dial1 indorse over his signature “Oflicial Uusinesa. ” 
‘i’lie severrtl deputy postmasters may send througli the mail, free of 
postago, all letters rmtl pncltrtges which i t  m a y  be their duty to 
triirisniit to any person or place, and wliicli shall relate exclusively 
to the hisiness of their respective offices or to the biisiness of t h o  
I’ost Oflico l lq~artnioiit ,  niiti slitill inclor~e over their own signatures 
“l’ost Oflice 13usiness. ” 

The Postmaster General is hereby required to cause accoiints to 
be kept of the postage that woiiltl be chargeahle a t  the rates prescribed 
in tliis act upon all iiiatter passing free through the mails, and the 
sum thus chexgeable sha11 be paid to the Post ofice Department 
from the contingent fund of the two Houses of Congress and of the 
other depiirtrrierits of the Government for which such mail service 
may have been performed, rtiid where there is no such fund, they shall 
be pnid out of tho Treasury of the United States. I 

Act of  March 1, 1847 (9 Stat. 148): 
’All Members of Congress, Delegates from Territories, the Vice 

President, tlie Secretary of the Senate, ancl the Clerk of the House 
of Ropresentatives may send and receive public documents free of 

ostage during their terms of ofice and up to the first Monday of 
beceinber following the expiration of their terms. Members of 
Cpngress may send aiicl receive, free of postage, all letters and packages 
not weighing over 2 ounces, up to the first Monday in December 
following the expiration of their terms of office; the Secretary of the 
Senate and Clerk of the House of Representatives may send an4 
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receive, free of postage, all letters and packages not weighing over 
2 ounces, duriiig tlieir torins of oflice. 

, &  
Act’of March 2, 1847 (<I Stat. 153): 

Provides that each deputy postrrinster, whose compensation for 
tho last preceding year did not exceed $200, may send all lettors 
writton t)y hiinself, rtiid receive all wri ttcn cornmitriicntioris addressed 
to liiiii ,  on liis privttte busi11ess, wliicli do not exceed one-half ouIice 
in  weight, free of postagc. 

Act of March 3, 1847 (9 Stat. 200-202): 
9 

All letters, ne:vspapers, or other paclrets, not exceeding 1 ounce 
in weight, directed to any officer, musician, or privute of the Army 
of the 1Jnited States in Mexico, or a t  m y  post or place on the frontier 
of tlie LJnited States, bordering on h/lexico, stid1 be conveyed in the 
inail free of postage during the present war arid for three months 
after the sanio niay be terminated. 

ltepeiilctl tlie provision of the act of March 3, 1845, requiring the 
Po~t111tt~te1. General to muse accounts to be kept of the postage that  
would be chargeable a t  tlie regular rates upon nintter mailed free and 
tha t  the Post Office Department shall 1)c paid for such free service 

other tlepartnients of the Governinent for wliicli such mail service 
nitty liiivo l ~ c e n  pcrformetl; in lieu of siicli paymcnt, nncl in compensa- 
tion for sucli irinil service tis may be pc~foriried for  the several depttrt- 
nient,s of tlie Govei*riment, there s l i d  be pic1 to the Post OKice 
Ilcpartrnent from the Trensury for each year’s service tho sum of 
$200JOO0, which is liereby appropriated for tha t  purpose out of any 
iinnppropritlted money in the Treasury. 

Such )ublications or boolrs us have been or may he published, 

joirit resolutioii of tlio two Houses, shall be considered a s  public 
clociiineii ts and entitled to bo frarilcetl as such. 

I 

, 

froin tlie contingent fund of the two Houses of Congress and of the ? 

p r o c u m ,  1 or purclmsetl by order of either 1IoLtse of Congress, or a 

I 

Act of Marili 9, 1848 (9 Stat. 213): 
All letters and packages carried by post to and from Louisa 

Catliarine Adnnis, widow of John Quincy Adnms, shall be con- 
voyed, free of postage, during her natural life. 

Act of May 27, 1848 (9 Stat, 232): \ 

Authorized the Commissioner of Patents to mail, free of ’postage, 
the Anriuul Iteport of the Patent OKice in the same maliner in which 
he is  authorized to send letters and packages relating to the business 

I ;,; 
, 

of the Patent Office. , i ,  ’ 1: ’j * + 

All letters and paclrages’to and from Sarah Polk, widow of James 1 1  

IC. Polk, shall be received and conveyed by post free of postage for 
and during her life. I 

! t 
, ‘ 

Act of January 10, 1850 (9 Stat. 421): 

I I !  

1 1  
Act of May 23, 1850 (9 Stat. 431): ’ 1 3  

Authorized Inarshals and their assistants to mail, free of postage,‘ 
papers and docunients relating to the census, by writing thereon their 
names and the words “Official Business, Census,” and the sum,of 
$12,000 is appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other; 

the expense of transmitting euch matter. 
. I 

. wise appropriated to  be paid to the Post Office Department to c 
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1 , Congross or Delegate, to bo written by himself, be carried in the mail 
free of postage under such regulations as the Postmaster General may 

' I  

I ' I FREE MAIL 

the  department in which'they are to be U S O ~ ,  the penalty,for the;  i ;, '? 

iTliis, act also provides that Senators, Representatives, and Dlele- . )i, , , unlawful use of these envelopes shall be stated thereon. . ;,! I ?  , 1 

gates in Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk o f f  the 
Tiowe of ltepresuntatives, may send and receive through the mail , t  
all public documorits printed by order of Congress; and the name, ,of , 
each Senator, Iteprssentative, Delegate, Secretary of the Senate, 
and Clerk of the House shall be written thereon, with the proper .; 
desi natioq'of the office he holds; and the provisions of this section , ., 
shalf a 'ply to'each of the persons nnrned therein until the 1st da 
Deconilber following the expiration of their respective terms of of$:! 

While this net, together with that of March 3, 1875, restorod'part '.! 
of tlie free-rnnil privilege abolished by the act of March 4. 1873. lit 1 

niaclo no provision for paying tho Post Office Departmelit for ithe 
service thus rendered free, ns  had bceii done during tho 26 years prior '. 

1 . *  1 r i  i i l I ; , i : j r t l  
I fAct,oflDecernber 15, 1877 (20 Stat. 10): ' (. ir, : 
Provides that the Vice President, Senators, Representatives, and 6 

Delogtttes in Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the ' '  
House of Representatives, rnny send and receive through the mail ' 
free allcpublic documents printed by order of Congress and in the I + 

munnerl,lp-ovided by the act of March 3, 1877 (19 Stat. 335). ,,,, ,!, <, *:I . 
' I  ';'~Act'of:lUarch 3, 1879 (20 Stat. 356, 361, 362): 1 9 ' 1  t i  ' J * '  ! 

the' SecrAtury'lof the Sellate, arid Clerk of the House of' Itepresenta- . 
tives,' ili,+y,send ttud receive through the mails freo all public docunien ts I 

j)rititod' ~ ) y '  'ordor of  Congress; and the name of each Senator, I 

Iiopresentative, IMegate, Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the 
, ,  IHouso Ishull b s  iwrittsn thereon with the proper designation of the 

ofkce ho holds,,aid tlie provisions of this section shall a ply to each 
- of the persons named herein until the first Monday 0% December, 

following tho ex iration of their reqpeetive terms of office. ' * 

I E x t e n d s ' t o ' a l ~ o ~ c e r s  of the United States Government Ithe provi- ' 
sions of. the'act of March 3, 1877 (19 Stat. 335), for the'transmission ' 

uiidor the penalty privilega of official matter in the mails free of postage 
nnd4 likewise' extends such provisions to all official mail sent frond the , , 

Publications of the second class, one copy to each actual subscriber ' 1  ' 1 :  

' *  
' 

to Ju ly ' l ,  1873.' L 1 1 ' '  ' I , (  I . 

' 
, 1 1 ,  Provides that'Sanators, Representatives, and Delegates in Congress, ' ', 

1 

, I 

I 

. Sniitllsonian Institution. . , I  I 1  e ' ( -  l'i( 0 I .  

residhglinj'the county where the same are printed, in whole or in ' I 

part, ,and: published,, shall go free through the mails, except I ,  : I w h e ~  .(, 

addressed for delivery a t  a letter-carrier office. , , ~ , , 

Proyides.for,thq free transmigsion in tho 
o f t  the .(h"EI,( his chief clerk, supervisors, 

uper,or $,ocupient relating to tlre census, by 
~!usiness-Cen*us," with hip name and ofic 

.,,.Act ,pf December 20, '1881 (22 Sta 
I Provides '; ihat-1 all ,mail' ',,at ter, carried 
Garfield;!widoyf,of, the ,late Jmnes A. Garfi 
her written autograph ,sign@ire, shall be 

' I  1 , I , r , ; i ,  ,.l,,i, 
: , , I . .) h Y 4 \  ; Act of :March 3,' 18,79, (20 Stat. 477): 

1 

# r :  " I , , ,  , a  

' 
I *  during, heS,p,atprlal,life, ;: j , l , , j  ! I  ( 8 ,  
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Act of March 3, 1883 (22 Stat. 563): 
This act made it the duty of the departments to inclose to Senators, 

Representatives, and Delegates in Congress, in all official communi- 
cations requiring answers but to be forwarded to others, penalty 
envelopes addressed as far  as practicable for forwarding or answering 
such official correspondence. . 

Act of July 5, 1884 (23 Stat. 158): - Reenacts the provisions of the act of &March 3, 1879, extending to 
all officers of the United States Government, not includin, 0. Members 
of Congress, the provisiqns of the act of March 3, 1877 (the penalty 
privilege), for the t r a n s u s i o n  of official mail matter in the mails free of 
postage, the envelopes of such matter io  all cases to bear indorsements 
contaming the proper designation of the office from which or officer 
from whom the same is transmitted, with a statement of the penalty 
for their m i s u s ~ ,  and likewise extends such provisions to all official 
mail of the Smithsonifqn Institution: Provided, That any department 
or officer authorized to use the penalty envelopesmayiaclose them with 
return address to any persol1 or persons from or through whom official 
information is desired, the same to be used only to cover such official 
information and indorsements relating thereto : Provided further, 
That any letter or packet to  be registered by either of the executive 
departments or bureaus thereof, or by the Agricultural Department, 
or by the Public Print,cr, may be r e p t e r e d  without thepayment of any 
registry fee; and any part.-paid letter or acket addressed to either of 
smd departments or bureaus may be deEvered free; but where there 
is good reason to beliere the omission to prepay the full postage thereon 
was intentional such letter or packet shall be returned to the sender. 

Act of J d y  2 ,  1886 (24 Stat. 122jr ' - I  - 
Extends the use of penalty envelopes to send official mattkr in the 

mails free of postage to agents for the payment of pensions. 

Provides'that bulletins or reports of progress of experiment stations 
of State agricultural colleges established under the provisions of the 
act of Jd 2,1862 (12 Stat. 503), may be mailed free of postage under 
such regJat iom as the Postmaster General may from time to time 
prescribe. 

Act of kiarch 2, 1887 (24 Stat. 441): 

Act of May 21, 1890 (26 Stat. 116): 
Authorizes the free registration of census matter mailed free of 

postape when indorsed: ''Official Business, Department of the Inte- 
rior, Eensus Office, Registered." 

Provides that  Members and Members-elect of Congress, shall have 
the privilege of sending free through the mails, under their frank, 
letters t.0 any officer of the Government when addressed officiallv. 

Act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat. 1081): 

1 

I 

I 

Act of July 13, 1892 (27 Stat. 148): 
I. - ' lhe Yostmaster General is authorized -to provide for the transpor- 

tation.of official matter of any department of the Government, over 
any railroad or express company, whenever he can do so at  a saving 
to the Government and without detriment to the public service; bu t  
this shall not apply to official matter franked by Members of Congress. 

i? 



: - .  ,.- . . .- 

i s 

,4D D E 3  D UN 
(Ac t  of June 25, 1SS6 (24 Stat. 819)) 

All mail matter carried b!- post t o  Julia D. Grant, w i c l o ~  of the 
late Ulysses S. Grant, or sent by her under her written autograph 
signature. shall be conveyed free of postage during her natural life. 

. .-. - , . . . . _ .  . . . _ . . . _ _ _ _ _ - . . .  .- ..- .__. , ._._.. 



Act of August 18, 1594 (28 Stat. 412): 
Extends to the National Home For Disabled Volunteer Soldiers the 

use of penalty envelopes to send official matter in the’mails free of 
post age. 

Act of January 12, 1895 (28 Stat. 611, 617, 620, 622): 

I 

Extends to the Superintendent of Documents the use of penalty 
envelopes to send in the mails free of postage official correspondence 
and public documents. 

Official correspondence concerning the Congressional Directory mag 
be had in penaIty envelopes under the direction of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Printing. 

The Vice President, Senators, Representatives, and Delegates in 
Congress, the Secretary of the Senate, and Clerk of the House of 
Representatives may send and receive through the mail all pubhc 
documents printed by order of Congress; and the name of the Vice 
President, Senator, Representative, Delegate, Secretarp of the Senate, 
and Clerk of the House shall be written thereon, with the proper des- 
ignation of the office he holds; and the provisions of this section shall 
apply to each of the persons named therein until the 1st day of 
December following the e’xpiration of their respective terms of office. 

The Vice President, Members and Members-elect of and Delegates 
and Delegates-elect to Congress shall have the privilege of sendmg free 
through the mails, and under their frank, any mail matter to any Gov- 
ernment offi.cial or fo any person, correspondence, not e s c e e h g  1 
ounce in weight, upon official or departmental business until the 1st 
day of December folloming the expiration of their terms of office. 

No report, document, or publication of any kind distributed by or 
from any executive department or bureau of the Government, shall 
contam any notice that the same is sent with “The Compliments” of 
an officer of the Government or with any special notice that it is so 
sent, exce t that notice that, i t  has been sent, with a request for an 

’ 

- . .  1 

A >  

ackno.wIe (P p e n t -  pf .its* receip t, may be given. , . . . , . 
Act of June 8, 1896 (29 Stat. 262): -: ,<- 

The limit of weight of mail matter is declared to be not exceeding 
4 pounds for each,package thereof, except in case ’of singIe books 

mount, and except for books and docu- 
.cpdated by order of Congress, or printed or 

fromlhe Smithsonian Institutio - 1  - 

n d t y  envelopes to the Buriau-of the h e r i c a n  
Washington €0 send official matter in the 

5 ter, emGatipg‘from any of the departmenfs o f ,  

.r .- . . _. . %x,y =-a*>- .I..*-- . - - .& , .,- 8 

20,- 1897-(29_Stst. 590) : -:.*; - _ -  

, .  * .  . 
\ t -  ‘Act of June 13, 1898 (30 Stat. 443): 
The Vice President, Members and Members-elect of and Delegates 

and Delegates-elect to Congress shall have fhe privilege of sending 
free through the mails, and under their frank, any mail matter to any 
Government official or to any person, correspondence, not esceeding 
2 ounces LD. weight, upon official or departmental business. 

Act of March 1, 1899 (30 Stat. 966): 
The franking privilege, as the same is regulated b? law, shall extend 

to the Hawaiian Islands. 

. _. - 
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, 
Act of IvIarch 3, 1809'(30 Stat. 1021): 

All mail matter, of I 

addressed to the Census Of1 
Director, chief clerk, 
indorsed "Oficial bus 
shall be transnii ttetl 

such indorsenient to 
his or her private letter, pa 
person so offending shall be gu 
f ipe  of $300, to be prosecuted i 

' All mail matter sent by post b 
late William .McICinley, under her 
be conveyed free of postage during her natur 
' 

Books, pamphlets, and other reading mattor in raised characters; 
for the use of tlie blind, whether prepared by hand or  printed, in 
singlo volumes not exceeding 10 pounds in weight, or in packages not,, 
exceeding 4 pouiids in weight, nnd con tnining no advertising or other 
matter whatever, ttnsealecl antl when sent by public iiistitutions for,, 
tho blind, or by any pul)lic libraries as a loan to blind roa(lers, or, 
when rettirned by the liLtter to such institutions or public libraries,, 
s1ia11 be transmitted in the Uriited States mails free of postago undy, 8 

such. regultttions (1s the l'ostmaster General may prescribe. , I, 1 )  
I 

' The Vice I'resident, Mem1)ois and Members 
antl Delegates-elect to Congress shall have t 
free t l i ro~gh tlic mails, and under their frai 
any Govcrnrnent ofiicinl or to any perso 
exceeding 4 ounces in weight, upon ofFicial o 

Act of June 26, 1906 (34 Stat. 477): 

' ,, i 1 , i I , t ,\ 1 \ I i:!fi; ',: sary, m c l  so marked: 
8 [ A c t  of March 4, 1909 (35 Stat.  1134): I 8 b 1Vr . . b  . 
Whoever shall make use of any official envelope, label, or indorse-; 

, 
' fee on his private letter, packet, package, or  other matter inIt,he,ma$, . ment authorized by law, to avoid the payment of postage or regktr 

shall be fined not inore than $300. I1 i f  b 1 4.3. 
I Act of January 22, 1902 ( 1 )  ' .i 

I 

Act of April 27, 1004 (33 Stat. 313): 

Act of April 28, 1004 (33 Stat.  441): 

' Act of June 25, 1910 (36 Stat. 815): 

' 

* d  No article, Ijackage, or other mstter,  except postago stamps, 
stamped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards, and internal- , 4 

revenue stttmps, shall bc admitted , to  the  mails under n penalty', 
privilege unless such article, package, or other matter, except postage' 
stamps, starnped envelopes, newspaper wrappers, postal cards,' and' 
inbernal-revenilo stamps would bo entitled to admission to the mails , 
under laws requiring payinen t of postage. 

It shall be unlnwful for 
us0 of tt frank to lend said frtr 
organization, or association, o 
benefit or use of ally committee, o 
That this provision shall not ap 
Members of Congress. 

Acts of May 28, 1908, an 
t ,  I I *  8 ,  

franked or ponttlty envelopes, p 
Jenaioners only for , the return o 

, 

1 1  

< I  

The Secretary of the Interior shall furn 
1058) : 

I I ) I  " ' I 4  , I  
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(26 Stat: 417), 
in cooperation 
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agricultiiral extension work which shall be carried on 
with thc United States Department of Agriculture. 

Cooy&ative agricultural extension work shall consist of h e  giving 
of instruction and practicttl clernonstrtltion in agriculture and home 
economics to persons not attending or resident in said colleges in the 
several communities, and iniparting to such persons inforniation on 
said subjects through field demonstration , publications, and other- 
wise. - I Act of September 23, 1914 (38 Stat. 716): \ I  

' 1 .  This act extends the use of penalty envelopes to all official matter 
sent in the maile pertaining to the business of the postal savings 
system. I -  

' . Act of May 18, 1916 (39 Stat. 162): 
1 'Provides that no article or package exceeding 4 pound8 in weight 
shall be admitted to the' mails undsr the penalty privilege unless i t  
comes within tho exceptions named in the acts of June 8, 1896 (29 

1"" ' Act of May 18, 1917 (40 Stat. 81): ,i ' IThis act provided for the transmission in the mails free of postage 
in penalty onvelopes of tho War Department of correspondence 
pertaining to its execution, the purpose of the act being to increase 
yfnporarily the Military Establishment of the United States. 
* : ,  Act of October 3, 1917 (40 Stat. 327): ' 

1, Letters written and mailed by soldiers, sailors, and marines assigned 
toi duty in a foreign country engaged, in the present war may be 
mailed free of postnge, subject to such rules and regulations as max 
be prescribed by the Postmaster General. 
(! 1' . . ,Act of October 6, 1917 (40 Stat. 376): 
t Provides that all mail matter, of whataver class, relating to 

naturalization, including duplicate papers required by law or regu- 
lation to be sent to tho Buroau of Naturalization by clerks.of State 
or li'oderal courts, ntldressed to the Dopartment of Labor, or the 
Bureau of Naturalization, or  to an oficial thereof, and dindorsed 
"Official Business" shall be transmitted free of postage, and b y  
registered mail if nocessary and so marked. The use of such indorsed 
ment to avoid payment of postnge or registry fee on private matter 
is made a niisdemeanor punishable by a fine of $300. I 

I 

'('Provided that an enlisted man upon hie discharge or furlough to 
the reserve mi h t  return by mail free of postage under the penalty 
labeli furnishef for S U C ~  purpose uniform clothing which he was 
permitted to wear to his home. (This provision was made inoperad 
five under an act allowing soldiers to retain uniform clothing.) I , i \ "  ' Act of March 3, 1919 (40 Stat: 1301): 

i All mail matter, of whatever class or weight,! relating to' the census 
and addressed to the Census Office, or to any official thereof, and, 
indorsed ''Official Business, Census Office,?' shall be. transGtted free 
of postage, by registered mail if, necessary, and,so marked. e ,The use 
of. such .indorsement to avoid I She .payment I of postage or registry, 
fee; on prjvstg matter. is sqade a ,misdepeanor, punishable by ,a, fi4e: 

Stat. 262), and June 26, 1006 (34 Stat. 477). " I  

I 

1 ' 1  , I  

I , 

Act of July 9, 1918 (40 Stat. 891): 

, 1 ' 1 . 1  
S I ,  8 , ' 

0$!S300;: I ' r l i i  1 1 ,  . I 1 :  * I  ' , I 8 , !  . I , ,  ; , \ !  : : + I  j $ . $ ) , , *  , ; * , I  I , ,  4 ,;; 
4 
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Acta of October 27,1919 (41 Stat. 1449), January 26,1924, and$ ' +" . 
! I 4  March 4, 1924 (43 Stat. 1359) : 

These acts provide that  all mail matter sent by post by Edith'$f,/c 
Carow Roosevelt, widow of Theodore Roosevelt, by Florence Kling jll'.' 
I1arding;I widow of Warren Gamaliel Harding, and Edith' Bolling ?'&;I 

Wilson, widow of Woodrow Wilson, under their respective written'$ !*  
autograph signatures, shall be conveyed free of postage d%';$! ' 

, , I$  ' . their respective natural lives. . 
.U' 

, 'I 
Act of June 2, 1924 (43 Stat. 353): 

The Legislative Counsel created by this act shall have the pr ide  
of sending official matter in the mails free of postage in p 
envelopes. 

: i  Resolution of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 668): . I L ,  

Volumes of the Holy Scriptures, or any part thereof, in raised '* 
characters for the use of tho blind, whether prepared by hand or ;; 

rinted, which do not contain advertisements, shall, when furnished * , 
gy an organization, institution, or association not conducted for, " ~ 

private profit,, to a blind person without charge, be transmitted in ,' 
the mnils free oE postage under such regulations as the Postrnast 
General may prescribe. 

*;* , 
49 

Act of February 14, 1029 (45 Stat. 1177): 
Correspondence of the members of the Diplomatic Corps' of the 

courrtries of the Pan American Union stationed in the United States 
may be reciprocally transmitted in the domestic mails free of post- 
a o arid registered free, but  without any right to indemnity in case 
o f  loss; and the same privilege shall be accorded consuls of such .i; 
countries stationed in the United States, and vice consule when they 1 

aro discharging the  functions of such consuls, for the exchange of 'ky 
oficial,, corrospondence among themselves, and for that  which they ;" 
direct to the Government of the United States, under such regulations,, 1' ' 
as the Postmaster General shall prescribe. 

' Act of June 14, 1930: 
All mail matter sent by ost by Helen H. Taft, widow of the 

William Ilowrtrd Taft, un (P er her written auto raph signature, s 
be conveyed free of postage during her natural Efe. 

I 

1 ,  
I , Y '  9 

I 

' , I ,  
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* .  ' ,  , .I , q t  1,,;y; 
RATES OFl'POSTAGE IN EFFECT ON AUGUST 1,1930 , iiii 

I .  i .3  , I ,  

Postal cards, 1 cent each. 
(Act of February 24, 1919, 40 Stat. 1150.) 

I ' Post cards, 1 cent each. 

' 

Ten cerits-foi each half ounce to  or from Porto Rico and. Virgin Island6 <'I? , 
. :L : I 

, of the Uiiited States. 
I Twenty cents for each half ounce to or from Canal Zone. 

' I  I ', (Iristructione of Third Assistant Postmaster General, March 20," ; 
I I I I I  8 -  , ,  1920, for Porto Rico; August 26, effective September 20, 1929, 

for Virgin Islands; and December 17, 1929, effective Januar 
1, 1930, for Canal Zone.) 

I ;, 1 ,  
r , 1 ,  Postage on air mail should be fully prepaid, but if prep 

, 1 I ' 1  8 ,  'I I one a$ mail rate itmay be dispatched rated with the defici 
due. ' 
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i Mailed by publishers and  registered news agents-Continued. ' i  

Seaond-Class Matter-Continued. 
I 

1 ,  
Zlales- Co 11 ti n ued , 

Within county of publication-Continued. 
Copies of newspapers other than weeklies, regardless of weight," 

I , I i' I '  and copies of periodicale not exceeding 2 ounces, addressed for) 
local delivery by city or village letter carriers, 1 cent each copy. - 
local delivery by city or vifiage letter carriers, 2 cents, egch 

, t a l  1 '  t ' 

i ~ : ; , Copies of periodicals, any trei h t  over 2 ounoes, addresee# for 

, h ,  I . .  I 1 ' CODV .- 
r[.r l  I I ( '  

I i ;  43 Stat.  1086.) 
(Acts of March 3, 1879, 20 Stat. 361, and February 28, 1926, 

11. 
f I ' Outside of countv of Dublication: 

, lI ,PublicationQwhdse advertising portio- are subject t o  the zone 
,$l: l  I. 1 1 .  I . rates- I 

Reading portion, all zones, 134 cents a pound. I 

Advertiskg portion- 
Zones 1 and 2 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ _ _ _  c 1% cents a pound. 
Zone 3 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ c c _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  2 cent8 a pound., 
Zone 4 _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -  _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  3 cents a pound. 
Zone 5 ---_--_-__----_-_.-_--__-_ 4 cents a pound. 
Zone 6 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  5 cents a pound. ; 
Zone 7 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ , _ _ - - _ - - - _  6 cents a pound. 
Zone 8 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ r _ _ _ _ _ _ c _ _ _ _ _  7 cents a pound. 8 , .  

(Act of May 29, 1928, 46 Stat. 940.) 
Publications coritnining 6 per cent or less advertieing, 1% cents a 

Exception: When copies of any issue to  any zone do not  I 

excced 1 pound, the rate is 1 cent for all copies going to  
such zone. 

(Acts o f  October 3, 1917,40 Stat. 327, and February28, 

Publications of religious, etfucptional, scientific, 'philanthropic, 
agricultural, lahor, or fratcrnal aseocintions riot orgarliaed for  
])refit, wlieii  tlpcciully uu tliorized, 1)/t ceuts a pouncl on entire 
publictition to  all zones. I 

(Act of February 28, 1925, 43 Stat. 1066.) 
Exception: When there are more than 32 I individually 

acldressecl copies or packages to the pound of any pub- 
lication sent outside the county of publication, the fore- 
going rates are doubled, trebled, and so on, for each 
trdditiorlal 1G copies or packages to  the pound, except when 
1 cent Der zone rate aunlies. 

~ O I I I I ~ ,  on entire publicntion to all zones. 

I 

1025, 43 Stat. 1066.) 

(Act-of May 29, 1958, 45 Stat.'940.) 
Third-Class Matter.-Circulars, books, catalogues, and other printed matter; ~,, seeds, cuttings, bulbs, plants, etc.; merchandise and all other matter not em- 

. ,,- /toleg: Circulars and other miscellaneous printed matter, and meychandi8e';r 
' f  1 I ' I Regular, I f 6  cents for  each 2 ounces. , 
, , I , Bulk inuilings in lots of not less than 20 pounds or' 200 pieces, 

I ? , I ,  , . , ,  I I tion 435)/1, 1'. L. ,and XI., 12 gents a pound but,  not  less than 

braced in first, or second class; not in excess of 8 ounces in weight. 

b 

, under permit or with precancelecl etainpa alfixed, 'under' sec- 

1 cent a piece. 1 I 

Books, including catalogues, having 24 pages or more, seeds, bulbs, 

Regular, 1 cent for each two ounces. 
! I !  1 Bulk mailings in lots of, not lese than 20 pounds or 200 pieces, , l i  ! 1 , under permit or with recanceled stamps affixed, undcr sec- 
, i I I  , 
, I  ' 1 cent a piece. 

1 ,  

I I '  
plants, etc- 

tion 435%, P. L. and ft., 8 centq a pound with minimum of 
, I  (Act of May 29, 1928, 46 Stat. 940,) * 

I , ounces, postage to  be collected on delivery. , 
, ,, 1 I Hotel and steamship room keys, when returned, 6 cents for each 2 

Postage 011 all third-class matter, except hotel and ateamship room 
1 8  6 , ' (Act of July 3, 1926, 44 Stat. 890.) 
I 

, J ,  .) I ' keys, must be fully prepaid. I I /  

I *  

. I  . 
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' eachpound. 

pound. 
Third zone: First pound, S cents; additional pounde, 2 centa'each 

Fourth zone: First pound, 8 cents; additional pounds, 4 cents each 

pound. 
Seventh zone: First pound, 12 centa; additional pou 

I 

, (Act of May 29, 1928, 45 Stat. 943.) 

0 

I 

. .  

' , I 1 ' ) .  I '  

Second, 
thlrd or 
fourth 
class 

Cent4 
16 
26 
ati 


